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REPRESENTATION OF THE COMMISSIONERS AND ASSESSORS. 


“To the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the province of Pennsylvania. 


«« May 1T PLEASE your Honor: The board of Commissioners and As- 
sessors for the county of Westmoreland, at this critical juncture, humbly 
beg leave to represent to your Honor the disagreeable situation they are 


now in, by reason of the present disturbances in this county. The board | 


beg leave to inform your Honor, that they have duly and regularly laid the 
assessments of the county, according to the laws of this province ; they have 
also issued the proper duplicates to the different collectors by them appoin- 
ted to collect the same ; but the people residing in the back parts of the 
county, or the greater part of them, absolutely refuse to pay their taxcs, or 
to serve the county in the office of collector, On which account the 
board has been under the necessity to be at a great expense by reason of 
their frequent meetings, which consequently must come off the public, and 
are unable without further assistance to execute their duty. 

“ They therefore pray your Honor’s advice and assistance in this mat- 
ter, and for further particulars, refer your Honor to George Wilson, Esq., 
who was an eye witness to the disturbance of the court, by the meeting of 
a number of armed men; and the board beg leave to assure your Honor 
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that every step shall be taken in their power for the benefit and advantage 
of the province. By order of the court. 

“JOSEPH BEELER, 2 ¢, —_ 

« JAMES SMITH, : ommissioners. 


“* Westmoreland, April 8, 1774.” 





THOMAS SMITH TO JOSEPH SHIPPEN,JUN, 
* Bedford, April 13, 1774. 

“Sir: If you have received my letter, which I did myself the favor to 
write by Colonel Wilson, you will not be surprised to be informed of the 
continuation of the outrages committed by the Virginians. ‘They have now | 
arrested three of the magistrates of Westmoreland county, who are now on | 
their way to Augusta jail, exposed to the insults of the rabble who are sent | 
as their guard. ‘The crime alleged against them is, I am informed, the an- | 
swer which the Court gave to Connolly’s modest address and proposals, 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


I hope, for the honor of this province, that it will not set calmly looking on || 


and see its magistrates, as its magistrates, taken by a set of lawless men, | 
when they were within its known limits, and hurried away like criminals to 
the jail of another province, there to be confined contrary to all law and | 
justice, to satisfy the whim and ecaprice of a man who seems either to have 
totally divested himself of any regard of natural justice, ([ was going to say 
to the law of nations, if I might be allowed the expression,) or else be 
made the tool of a set of desperate men, who have more cunning than him- | 
self—for I have many reasons to think that this scheme was hatched at Fort | 
Pitt. ‘The reasons that could induce any man of common sense to take | 
such a step I am at a loss to guess. 
* The bearer of this was sent down to go to Philadelphia with the ac- 
count of these proceedings. I thought it my duty to enable him to pursue 


his journey, by accommodationg bim with money ; he has acted some time | 
as under sheriff, and if the high sheriff had conducted himself in the same | 


spirited, unsuspected manner, that this man has done, I am persuaded that 
these disturbances might have been prevented. But he, in the first place, 
had so little regard to his duty, that he let Connolly at liberty on his pro- 
mise to return at the court, and when he was ordered to raise the posse, his 
conduct was a little mysterious, and he was extremely backward and re- 
miss. ‘The bearer can give you further information in this particular. I 
am, sir, your very humble servant, THOMAS SMITH.” 
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL 
* NOTE C. 
“At a council held at Philadelphia, on Saturday, 7th of May, 1774: 
“ Present, the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor, Benjamin 


| Chew, James Tilghman, Andrew Allen, Esquires. | 
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“Mr. ‘Tilghman ond Andrew Allen having agreed, at the particular re- 


| quest of the governor, to undertake a journey to Williamsburgh, as com- 


missioners fiom this government, to treat with the governor of Virginia on 
| the subject of the disturbances in Westmoreland county, occasioned by his 
extending the jurisdiction of his government within the western limits of this 
_ province, and to negociute such other matters with him as were agreed up- 
on in council the 21st of last month, one of the members laid before the 


| board a draught of a commission, and a letter of instructions, to the above 
| 


named gentlemen; and also a letter to be sent with them to the Earl of 
Dunmore, which being severally considered, were fairly transcribed and 
_ signed by the governor, and follow in these words, viz : 

| John Penn, Esq., one of the proprietaries of the province of Pennsyl- 
| vania, and counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, 

| “To James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Esquires, two of the council 
| of the said province and counties, greeting : 

| « Whereas his majesty King Charles the Second, by his letters patent, 
| bea’ing date the fourth day of March, Anno Domini 1681, did, for the con- 
sideration therein mentioned, give and grant the province of Pennsylvania, 


William Penn, Esquire, his heirs and assigns, forever, constituting him and 
them proprietary and proprietaries thereof, with divers powers, franchises 
and jurisdictions, for the better government thereof, as by the said letters 
patent may at large appear: And whereas the western lines and bounds of 
the said province, specified in the said letters patent, having never yet been 
regularly and precisely run, marked out or ascertained, divers differences 
and disputes have of late arisen between the Right Honorable the Earl of 
Dunmore, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &c., of his Majesty’s colo- 
ny or dominion of Virginia, and the Honorable the Proprietaries of the 
province of Pennsylvania, their respective grantees, tenants, and officers, 
respecting the western bounds and limits of the said province, and the ju- 
risdiction of the said colony or dominion and province, which have been 
productive of great troubles and disquiets to the settlers and inhabitants 
there, and endanger the King’s peace and the public tranquillity : To the 
end, therefore, that the evils which have already arisen, and which are like- 
ly to arise in the premises, may be remedied and prevented, I have nomin- 
ated and appointed, and do by these presents nominate and appoint you, the 
said James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Esquires, to be commissioners on 
the part of the proprietaries of this province, to confer and treat with his 
Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, of and concerning 
the premises, and to agree upon such measures as you shall judge most ex- 
pedient for settling and composing the said differences, troubles and dis- 
quiets, either by a temporary line or boundary of jurisdiction, or otherwise, 
| as may best answer the good purposes of preserving his Majesty’s peuce, 


| 


by the bounds and limits therein particularly set forth and described, to | 
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| place of his Lordship’s residence in Virginia, and enter upon the execution | 
of your mission as soon as possible after your arrival. Should his Lord- | 


a wn en — : on ny 





and quieting the minds of the inhabitants on or near the borders of the two | 
colonies or provinces, until the final settlement of the said boundaries shall 
be effected, hereby ratifying and confirming whatever you shall do in the 
premises. 

“In testimony whereof, I have set my hand, and caused the great seal of 
the said province to be hereunto affixed at Philadelphia, the seventh day of 
May, 1774. JOHN PENN,” 


“Instructions to James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Esquires, Com- | 
missioners appointed to treat and agree with the Right Honorable John 
Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, concerning the settlement of the || 
western bounds and limits of the province of Pennsylvania, and preserving | 
the public peace and tranquillity on the borders, till a final settlement of the | 


said lines. | 


“1st. You are to proceed, without loss of time, to Williamsburgh, the 


ship be from home, and not gone to too great a distance, you will wait his 
return, or send an express, (as you may judge most proper,) to acquaint | 
him with your being sent from this government to treat with him on public | 


business, and request his return. 

“2d. Your first point should be to prevail with him to join with the 
proprietaries of this province in a petition to his Majesty in council, to ap- | 
point Commissioners to run and mark out the boundary division line—such 
as his Majesty shall please to order and direct, between this province and 
Virginia; the expense of which to be equally borne by the two colonies. 


«3d. Whether his Lordship should accede to the above proposal or not, | 
you should urge every argument yp your power to induce him to agree to | 
the settling a temporary line of jurisdiction between the two colonies, till | 
the said boundary line shall be settled, or his Majesty’s orders and direc- 
tions can be obtained respecting the same. | 


“4th. Should his Lordship come into the last mentioned measure, you 
will no doubt endeavor to fix the temporary line of jurisdiction as favora- 
bly as possible for this province, and as near to the charter bounds as you | 
can; and in order thereto you will refer yourselves to the map or plan | 
heretofore transmitted by me to him, which shows to demonstration that 
Fort Pitt is near six miles to the eastward of our five degrees of longitude. | 
At any rate, however, you are not to accede to any proposed temporary | 
line which shall give jurisdiction to Virginia over any lands lying to the | 
eastward of the river Monongahela. 


“5th, Whatever may be the temporary line agreed on, you should take 
care tu insert a clause in the articles to be drawn up, containing a saving of 
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the rights on both sides, to the lands up to the true lines or boundaries 
where they shall be finally settled. 

«6th. If the business is not carried on by the interchange of letters, or 
written proposals between you, you should take private notes, or minutes, 
by way of diary, of every thing material that passes, not only to enable you 
to make an exact report of the whole transaction, but to found affidavits on 
to be sent to England, if necessary. As great reliance is had on your 
knowledge and abilities, any further instructions are unnecessary. 

“JOHN PENN. 

“ Philadelphia, 7th May, 1774.” 











| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Here follows the Governor’s letter to the Earl of Dunmore, Governor | 


of Virginia, viz : 
** Philadelphia, 7th May, 1774. 
«“ My Lorp: By accounts received from the westward, since my last 
letter to your Lordship, I find that the disorders in that quarter are greatly 
increased by your Lordship's extending the jurisdiction of Virginia to Pitts- 


| burgh, and the country thereabouts; and that Dr. Connolly’s proceedings 





have been such as are very alarming, and havea tendency to put the whole | 


country beyond the Allegheny mountains into a state of confusion, The 
consideration of these unhappy circumstances have induced me to send two 
gentlemen of my council, Mr. ‘Tilghman and Mr. Allen, to wait on your 
Lordship, in order to confer with you on this important subject, and, if 
possible, to conclude with you upon such measures as may restore and es- 
tablish the public tranquility until the lines and boundaries of this province 
can be finally settled by his Majesty’s authority ; for which good purpose 
I flatter myself your Lordship will not hesitate to join with us in represent- 
ing to his Majesty the necessity of such a settlement. In the mean time, I 
am in hopes such temporary expedients may be fallen upon as may put 
an end to the present disturbances, secure the public peace, and quiet the 
minds of the people concerned in the unhappy differences which at present 
subsist between the governments of Virginia and this province. I am, with 
great respect, your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 
“JOIN PENN. 

“ To the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, Governor and Comman- 

der-in-Chief of his Majesty’s province of Virginia, Williamsburgk.” 





PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL. 


“ At a council held at Philadelphia, on Monday, 27th of June, 1774: 

“Present, The Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor, William Lo- 
gan, James Tilghman, Richard Peters, Andrew Allen, Benjamin Chew, 
Edward Shippen, Jun., ‘Thomas Cadwallader, Esquires. 
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| 
| 
| proceedings in Virginia, pursuant to the commission and instructions of the 
| 7th of May last, given to them to treat with the Earl of Dunmore, Gov- 


| ernor of that province, concerning the several matters therein contained, to- | 


| gether with copies of their several letters to his Lordship, and his original 

| letters to them, which passed in the course of their negotiation at Williams- 
burgh ; all which were ordered to to be entered on the minutes of council, 
and follow in these words, viz: 


“The report of James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Commissioners ap- | 
pointed by the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor of Pennsylvania, 


“Mr. Tilghman and Mr. Allen laid before the board a report of their || 





to treat with the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Vir- | 


ginia, on sundry public matters mentioned in the commission, and the go- 
vernor’s instructions, bearing equal date therewith. 

“May ir PLease your Honor: In pursuance of your Honor’s com- 
mission, and your instructions attending it, we sat out on our journey on 
Thursday the 12th of May, 1774, and on Thursday the 19th, we arrived 


at Williamsburgh and went to Lord Dunmore’s. He was not then at home, | 


We waited on him next morning to pay our respects, and to know when it 


would be agreeable to him to have our business laid before him. Saturday | 
morning at ten o’clock was appointed to wait upon him on the occasion. | 
We met him at his house, and informed him our business was to apply to | 





him to join the proprietaries of Pennsylvania in a petition to the Crown to 


appoint Commissioners to settle and run the lines of Pennsylvania to the 
westward, and in the mean time to agree with his Lordship upon some line |, 
of jurisdiction to remedy the inconveniences of the present clashing juris- | 
dictions between Virginia and Pennsylvania, and to prevent them for the fu- | 
ture, ‘T'o the first he readily agreed, and said he had already written to ) 


Lord Dartmouth on the subject, pointing out the necessity of settling the 
boundaries, but he informed us that the colony of Virginia would not bear 
any part of the expense, As to the other point, his Lordship answered 


that he should be glad if our propositions, relating to a line of jurisdiction, | 
were stated in writing, that he might be the better able to consider them 


and give us an answer, and desired to have a sight of any draughts or pa- | 


pers we had which might illustrate the matter. ‘This request we promised 


to comply with as soon as possible, and on Monday the 234d, at ten o’clock, | 
we sent our written proposals, copies of which, and several other letters | 


which passed from us to Lord Dunmore in the course of the negotiation, | 


as also his orginal letters to us, are hereunto annexed, numbered in proper | 


order, and to which we beg leave to refer, and request that they may be 
taken as part of our report. We have the honor to be, with great regard, 


your Honor’s most obedient humble servants, 
«JAMES TILGHMAN, 


“ ANDREW ALLEN. 











“ To the Honorable John Penn, Esq-”’ 















































| ble differences and disquiets as have of late unhappily subsisted between 
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JAMES TILGHMAN AND ANDREW ALLEN TO LORD DUNMORE. 
NO. I. 
“ Williamsburgh, May 23, 1774. 
“My Lorp: In compliance with your Lordship’s request we are now 
to state in writing our proposal of a line or lines, to ascertain, for the pres- 
ent, the jurisdictions of the colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania. And 
we would beg leave first to observe, that by the terms of the Royal grant, 
the province of Pennsylvania is to extend five degrees of longitude from its 
eastern boundaries, which are the river Delaware and the twelve mile cir- 
cle of New Castle. And we do presume, that all the settlements to the 
wastward, under grants from Pennsylvania, are within that extent. But in 
order to ascertain that matter, and to prevent for the future such disagreea- 


those colonies by the clashing of their jurisdictions, we would propose that 
as accurate a survey as may serve the present purpose, be, with all con- 
venient speed, taken by Surveyors to be appointed by the governments 
of Virginia and Pennsylvania, of the courses of the river Delaware, from 
the mouth of Christiana creek, or near it where the line run between 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, by Messrs. Mason and Dixon, intersects the 
said river, to that part of the said river which lies in the latitude of 


pose. ‘That the line of Dixon and Mason be continued to the end of 
five degrees of longitude from the river Delaware, and from the end of 
the said five degrees, a line or lines corresponding to the courses of the 
Delaware, be run to the river Ohio, as nearly as may be, at the dis- 
tance of five degrees from the said river Delaware in every part. And 
that the said line of Dixon and Mason, continued from the western ex- 
tent of Maryland to the end of five degrees of longitude from the Del- 
aware and the said line or lines, similar to the courses of the Delaware, 
be taken, deemed and reputed to be lines of jurisdiction between the 
colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania, until the boundaries of Pennsyl- 
vania can be settled, and run, and marked by Royal authority ; for which 
purpose your Lordship has been pleased to consent to a joint applica- 
tion with the proprietaries of Pennsylvania to the Crown. That these 
lines of jurisdiction shall be established for the good purpose only of 
quieting the disturbances which at present subsist between the two col- 
onies, without any prejudice to the Crown, or the proprietors of Penn- 
sylvania, to the southward of the said line of Dixon and Mason, con- 
tinued as far as the fortieth degree of north latitude, (all which land 
the proprietaries of Pennsylvania claim,) until the limits of Pennsylva- 
nia can be finally settled as aforesaid. 

“ And we would further propose to your Lordship, that until the said 
- of jurisdiction tan be run, the jurisdiction of Virginia be suspen- 
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Pennsylvania was unquestionably first extended and executed in that 
part of the country, as we think we can clearly satisfy your Lordship. 


Lordship in order to explain. 
«“ We have the honor to be your Lordship’s most obedient and most 


humble servants, 


«JAMES TILGHMAN, 
“ANDREW ALLEN. 


“To his Excellency the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, Govern- 
or and Commander-in-Chief of the colony and dominion of Virginia. 





LORD DUNMORE TO JAMES TILGHMAN AND ANDREW ALLEN. 


NO. Il. 
“ Williamsburgh, 24th May, 1774. 


«“ GentLemMeEN: Having considered your proposals of a boundary line or 


| or lines, to ascertain, for the present, the jurisdiction of the colonies of Vir- | 
ginia and Pennsylvania, and the terms of the Royal grant, I am of the opin- | 
| ion that the latter cannot admit of the construction which you give to them, | 


or that it could possibly be the intent of the Crown that the western bounds 


with the course of the river Delaware ; but I think, from the words of the 


dian line at five degrees of longitude from the river Delaware, to be com- 
puted from that point upon it which 1s at the extent of the forty-second de- 
gree of latitude and the line drawn from that point to the aforesaid meridian, 
is your north bounds ; and vour south bounds should be a straight line west- 


until that straight line westward intersect the meridian above mentioned, 
which is the limits of longitude mentioned in the Royal grant, and no other, 
as it appears to me. 

** Conformably to this, [ am willing to agree to a temporary line, that may 
serve to answer the jurisdiction of both colonies, and quiet the disturbances 
which subsist, and prevent them in future; but if you are already deter- 
mined not to depart from the proposals now given in to me, I must inform 
you that it will be in vain to treat any further upon the subject, as it would 
be utterly impossible for me, in compliance with my duty, to suspend the 
jurisdiction of Virginia at Fort Pitt, and the country thereabouts, which 
you make yourselves, following your own construction of the Royal grant, 








: ca oe event ete } 
ded at Fort Pitt and the country thereabouts, as the jurisdiction of | 


“If these proposals, or the maps we send with them, should not be suf- 
ficiently clear and explict, we shall be ready at any time to attend your 


of your province should have the very inconvenient, and so difficult to be | 
ascertained shape, as it would have, if, as you say, it were to correspond | 


grant, rather that your western boundary should be determined by a meri- | 


ward from the circle drawn at twelve miles distance from New Castle, | 
northward and westward unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of latitude, | 


ee 
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to be only five or six miles within your limits; and if that should not, but 
the other which I have given, be the true construction, then Fort Pit, by 
the river Delaware running very much eastwardly towards your northern 
bounds, will probably be at least fifty miles without your limits, which 
would be a concession, | really think, too great for me to make, whether it 
be or not for you to ask. 

«1 must also inform you, that I am clearly of opinion, that were it possi- 
ble I could admit your own construction of the Royal grant, and your own 
surveys and observations, your ascertaining your claim under the former has 
been done too late, and your ascertaining your boundary by the latter has 
consequently been to no purpose: for if the lands described by the Royal 
grant, atthe time of the grant being passed, were clearly within the undoubt- 
ed limits of his Majesty’s dominions, which is also a question, yet still 
Fort Pitt, and the country thereabouts, for want of the proprietaries of 
| Pennsylvania supporting their claim, and ascertaining their boundary in due 
time, was suffered to be claimed and possessed by an enemy, from whom 
| 


it was conquered by his Majesty’s arms, and by whom it was confirmed to 
his Majesty in a treaty ; consequently, therefore, no legal title, as it ap- 
|| pears to me, can be set up to any of that territory, but under a grant of the 
|| Crown, subsequent to such possession, conquest, &c. 

« As to your idea of the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania having been first ex- 
tended and exercised in that part of the country : it was indeed the juris- 
diction of Pennsylvania having been extended and exercised, not only there 
where you have extended your claims, but even to a hundred miles beyond 
any that you have yet pretended to, that has given occasion to the inhabi- 
tants over whom your jurisdiction was exercised, and who think them- 
selves, according to the genefal sense of Virginia, subject to the jurisdiction 
only of the latter, to apply to this government for protection and redress, 
which this government, in duty, could not refuse them, as far as its legal 
powers extend. But I am so far from thinking, as you suggest, that the 
jurisdiction of Pennsylvania having been first extended and exercised in 
that country, is a reason that should induce the government of Virginia to 
suspend its jurisdiction there, that in my opinion the latter is entitled to 
some apology from the former for attempting a measure without a partici- 
pation that ought to have the sanction of both, as his Majesty had not given 
his to it. 

“T mention not these circumstances for the purpose of engaging in a dis- 
pute with the proprietors of Pennsylvania, or of throwing obstacles in the 
way of an accommodation which I am sensible it is the interest of both 
colonies, and the duty of the governors of them, to facilitate ; but with the 
design of making it appear that I have not, upon very slight grounds, rejec- 
ted proposals for settling the disputes and differences subsisting between 


the two colonies, and which require no less than that every thing which is 
62 
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contended for (depending on such a variety of contingencies) on the part of | 
| Pennsylvania, should be given up on the part of Virginia immediately. 


*T cannot but think that you entertain an erroneous opinion of the boun- | 
daries of your province, as described in the Royal grants, but even if not, | 
that your proposals are unreasonable, and that the sincerity of your desire 
to settle all disputes between Pennsylvania and Virginia would appear less 
doubtful, if you had observed in your proposals an equitable regard to the | 
pretensions of this government, especially as nothing thereby can prejudice 
the legal title of your government: therefore, unless you are authorized to 
agree to a plan that favors as much the sentiments of this, as of your own 
government, I see no accommodation that can be entered into previous to 
his Majesty’s decision, which I shall not fail to join my application for the 
obtaining as soon as possible. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, DUNMORE. 


“ James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Esquires,”’ 





JAMES TILGHMAN AND ANDREW ALLEN TO LORD DUNMORE. 

NO. Ill. | 

“«“ Williamsburgh, May 25, 1774. | 

“My Lorp: We are honored with your Lordship’s answer of yester- | 
day, to our proposals of a boundary line or lines, to ascertain, for the pre- | 
sent, the jurisdiction between the colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania, to | 
which your Lordship will be pleased to indulge us in a reply which we are 
induced to make, from a persuasion that if we can be so happy as to sup- | 
port the principles upon which we founded our proposals, or to point out | 
just objections to your Lordship’s reasoning, we may still come to such an 
understanding as may answer the good purposes for which we waited on 
your Lordship. We thought the western boundary of Pennsylvania, when | 
clearly understood, ought to be one of the lines of jurisdiction. Your Lord- 
ship is of the same sentiment, by offering to make what you conceive to be | 
our western bounds, the line of jurisdiction, but you are pleased to differ — 
with us in the construction of the grant. If we have a just apprehension | 
of your Lordship’s meaning, you suppose that a meridian line drawn from 
the end of five degrees of longitude from Delaware, at the beginning of the 
forty-third degree of latitude, ought to determine the western boundary of 
Pennsylvania. We are at a loss to conceive from what expression of the 
charter your Lordship can collect that the western boundary of Pennsylva- 
nia should be a meridian line, or why that meridian should be drawn rather 
from the north than the south boundary of the province. ‘The charter ex- 
presses that the province shall extend five degrees of longitude from its 
eastern boundary. The eastern boundary is the Delaware in general ; but 


| 





if the western bounds are to be determined by a meridian line, the province 


| 


‘ 




































| proprietors of Pennsylvania supporting their claim, and ascertaining their 


-emy, from whom it was conquered by his Majesty’s arms, and by whom 


| principles, to have extended the jurisdiction of Virginia to Fort Pitt, and 


_a prior exercise of jurisdiction on the side of Pennsylvania, and you urge 


——— 
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gitude from the eastern boundary. ‘This we conceive to be against the - 
terms of the grant, which we are of the opinion cannot be satisfied by any 

other than a line or lines corresponding with the courses of the Delaware, | 
and this is the only construction we have ever heard made of that part of | 


' will extend in some parts more, and in others less than five degrees of lon- | 
| 


the charter, 


} 
| 
“ Your Lordship, after expressing a doubt whether that part of the coun- | 
| 
| 


try now in dispute was within the King of England’s dominions, at the || 
_ time of making the Pennsylvania grant, is pleased to contend ‘That, though | 


it were possible for you to admit our construction of the Royal grant we | 
contend for, should be within the limits of Pennsylvania, according to such 
construction, yet Fort Pitt, and the country thereabouts, for want of the 


boundaries in due time, was suffered to be claimed and possessed by an en- 


it was confirmed to his Majesty, in a treaty, and consequently, that no le- 
gal title can be set up to any of that territory, but under the grant of the 
Crown, subsequent to such possession, conquest, &c.’ 


« Not to enter into a discussion of the facts of claim and possession by an 
enemy, and conquest by his Majesty’s arms, and the enemy’s confirmation, 


or the effect of them upon the right of his Majesty’s subjects, which we | 


think needless, we shall only observe, that your Lordship’s argument mili- | 


| tates equally against Virginia, as against Pennsylvania, since there has been 


no new grant that we know of subsequent to such possession, conquest, &c. 
and that therefore, in our opinion, your Lordship ought not upon your own 


the country thereabouts, Your Lordship seems to allow that there was 


this as g reason of your interposition, and are pleased to think that Virginia 
is entitled to an apology from the government of Pennsylvania, for thus ex- 
ercising a jurisdiction, without the sanction of the Crown’s participation. 
Were it undeniably true, that the government of Pennsylvania had know- 
ingly extended their jurisdiction beyond the limits of the charter, we should 
be far from vindicating such a conduct. And we are certain, that if any of | 
our officers have acted officially beyond the known limits of the province 
they will be censured, rather than supported, by the government. But, 
assured as we are, that Fort Pitt must be within our charter limits, we 
cannot be induced to think that our government were improper in exercis- 
ing their jurisdiction there ; and we are inclined to be of opinion, that if 





_ your Lordship, when an application was first made to you, to take that | 


place under the government of Virginia, had thought fit to have given the | 
least intimation of your designs to the Governor of Pennsylvania, much of | 
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| that a reasonable departure from them will produce so desirable an effect as 
| the settlement of harmony and peace between the two colonies. And for | 
| that valuable purpose, we shall be willing to recede so far from our charter 


| we assure your Lordship, is the farthest we can go in point of concession, | 
_ and if your Lordship is determined to adhere to your proposal of a meri- | 


_ the lands to the eastward of the Monongahela, we can treat no further. But, | 
| we cannot quit the subject, without expressing our concern that your Lord- 


_ ing done any thing that could give your Lordship so uufavorable an impres- | 


our disputes, with a due regard to the just pretensions of both colonies, | 
' could have actuated our government to send us hither, or could have induc- 
| edus to undertake a journey of such length, and so very inconvenient to us. 
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the disagreeable consequence which has followed, would probably have 


been prevented. 
“ We are really concerned, to find that our conceptions of the extent of | 


Pennsylvania are so very different, but we are not without hope, that your 
Lordship will, upon reconsidering the subject, be of opinion that your con- 
struction is liable to the objections we have made. And, although we are 
satisfied that we shall be supported in ours, yet we are not so tenacious of 
our first proposals, as to adhere strictly to them, while we have any hopes | 


bounds, as to make the river Monongahela, from the line of Dixon and Ma- 
son downward, the western boundary of jurisdiction, which would at once 
settle our present disputes, without the great trouble and expense of running | 
lines, or the inconvenience of keeping the jurisdiction in suspense. This | 


dian line, or indeed to insist upon retaining the jurisdiction of Fort Pitt, or | 
ship should entertain a doubt of the sincerity of our desire to settle all dis- | 
putes between Virginia and Pennsylvania, as we are not conscious of hav- | 


sion. And we beg leave to assure your Lordship, that nothing less than a 
most sincere wish and desire to restore peace and harmony, and to settle | 


We think the proposals we have made contain the most reasonable con- | 
cessions, and it will give us real concern, should your Lordship’s ideas be | 
so different from ours, that the desired accommodation cannot be effected. | 
We thank your Lordship for your ready consent to join our proprietors in | 
an application to the Crown to settle our bounds, and have the honor to be, | 
with great regard, your Lordship’s most obedient, and most humble ser- | 
vants, « JAMES TILGHMAN, | 
* ANDREW ALLEN. 

« His Excellency Lord Dunmore,” 

| 





LORD DUNMORE TO JAMES TILGHMAN AND ANDKEW ALLEN. 

“ Williamsburgh, May 26, 1774. 
‘* GentLEMEN : I perceive you have fallen into the error, that from my 
having alleged the reasons which induced me to think your first proposal 
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of all the points of the claim of the proprietors of Pennsylvania, which I 
must assure you, was in no wise my design, nor can I by any means con- 
sent to. I must, nevertheless, repeat here, that I think, from the words of 
your grant, that a meridian line, (which is snfficiently described in my an- 
_ swer to your first proposal,) is the line that should determine your western 
boundary ; and the reason very plain, that this meridian should be drawn 
rather from the north, than the south, because the grant directs that the 
survey shall begin at a point on the south part of the boundary, and pro- 
ceed northward, as far as three and forty degrees of latitude, and it being 
usual, in like cases, always to proceed, consequently from thence, extend 
| five degrees of longitude ; and not to return to the south point to draw it 


'| from thence, which cannot any way be inferred, no more than it can be 


| supposed that it was inconsiderately intended the grant should extend five 


| degrees of longitude from every part of the river Delaware, which would 
| make a line so difficult if not impossible to trace upon the land. 

“That you should think the circumstances, which I cannot but be of 
opinion, must render the parchment boundary of Pennsylvania, whatever it 


'| were, insufficient now to determine the limits of the province, needless to be 


considered, is a point which must be perfectly indifferent to me, for the rea- 
son I have given in the first part of this letter; but your idea is a mistaken 
one, but leads you to conclude that the same circumstances militate equally 
against Virginia, as against Pennsylvania ; there being no less important a 
difference than that the one acts for the King, and the other against him. 
| The jurisdiction of Virginia cannot be exercised over any country, but for 
| the immediate benefit, as well as interest of his Majesty, to whom that juris- 
diction secures the quitrents, and every advantage which his Majesty had 
proposed to draw from the granting of his unappropriated lands, but which, 
I presume, is not meant to be urged in vindication of the encroachments of 
Pennsylvania. But in the present instance, however, Virginia has inter- 
fered only, as you know before, in compliance with the request and formal 
petition of anumerous body of inhabitants, who, thinking themselves, from 
the general opinion, settled within the limits of this government, applied to 
the authorty thereof, to be protected against the usurped jurisdiction of 
Pennsylvania, which Virginia did not think itself at liberty to refuse but 
which it granted, nevertheless without the least design of refusing obedience 
to whatever decision his Majesty may be pleased to make thereupon, the 
tenor of which attempt, proceeding and determination, make another essen- 
tial consideration, and which renders, I am inclined to believe, the case of 
Virginia in this dispute, impossible to be assimilated, as you would endea- 
vor, to that of Pennsylvania. ; 

“ Your interpretation of my first letter, to infer I have allowed there was 
a prior exercise of jurisdiction on the side of Pennsylvania, obliges me to 








‘ : : . | 
improper for me to comply with, I would enter into a discussion at length, | 

















|| magistrate was accordingly appointed, which, while it proves the prior ex- | 
|| ercise of jurisdiction to have been, not on the side of Pennsylvania, but | 








494 THE OLDEN TIME. 


| sured, rather than supported; I really think I shall be justified in question- 





recall to your view, the transaction in Governor Diu widdie’s time, and to 
inform you, if you are ignorant of it, of a requisition from General Gage to 
this colony, as that to which, by the public opinion, the territory belonged, 
to appoint a magistrate at Fort Pitt, where there then was none, and which 


on that of Virginia, as these were acts of public notoriety, and under- | 
taken under the authority of public exigence ; they prove also, still more 
the impropriety of Pennsylvania’s having exercised their jurisdiction at all, 
in that district, without other authority than their own opinion, and motive 
than their private advantage, and the title still stronger of this government to 
an apology for it. | 

“ You proceed to intimate that you are certain if any of your officers have | 
acted officially beyond the known limits of the province, they will be cen- 


ing this assertion ; for although much pains, as is pretended, have been ta 
ken to ascertain your boundary, it would seem very strange, I think it im- 
possible, that even this very boundary is immediately unknowingly exceeded, 
I am warranted to say, by near a hundred miles, and yet, I have not heard | 
of the dispensation, even of that gentle punishment you mention, though 
we know of one of your officers being supported and justified, in terms not 
very decent, ina violent act, that has been the cause of whatever disturban- 
ces or disputes subsist between the two colonies. Nor can I think, that if | 
I had, upon application first made to me to take the country in dispute, un- | 
der the government of Virginia, intimated my design to the government of 


Pennsylvania, (which I rather believe you mention by way of recrimina- 


tion) it would have had the effect you say, for there is surely as great a ne- 1 
cessity for preventing all disagreeable consequences now, as there was then, | 
and the pretensions of both parties were, I suppose, the same then | 
as now. And what were your proposals to reconcile them? Why in | 
your first you propose that every thing in dispute shall be given to Penn- | 
sylvania. And in your second, that Virginia shall be content, without hav- 
ing any thing given up to it—at least, I can find nothing given up by your 
proposal of the Monongahela, &c. What else, therefore, can I conclude | 
from both the proposals, but that no real intention is meant to avoid the great 

and reciprocal inconveniences of a doubtful boundary, which otherwise 





would, I conceive, as it was not intended to be final, have been ina manner | 
that could justify this government, in general with the people, for any de- 
parture from the conceived opinion of the limits of the colony; and myself, | 
in particular with his Majesty, for entering into any agreement that may | 
eventually affect his right. ! 

«I join with you in concern that we should differ so widely in concep- | 








| 
| 
tion of the extent of Pennsylvania, as it affects Virginia, but must confess i 
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i | that your objections have not altered my opinion of the construction of your 
§ '| grant, notwithstanding you are so confident of being supported in yours. 
However, I am less anxious about the issue of these different opinions, than 
I am about the effects of them, in the mean time. Your proposals amount- 
ing in reality to nothing, could not possibly be complied with, and your 
| resolution, with respect to Fort Pitt, (the jurisdiction over which place, I 
must tell you, at all events, will not be relinquished by this government, 
|| without his Majesty’s orders) puts an entire stop to further treaty, and makes | 
“me sincerely lament that you have put it out of my power to contribute to | 
| re-establish the peace and harmony of both colonies, and to evince my good || 
|| intentions as well towards the one, as the other. I am, gentlemen, your |, 
|| most obedient and humble servant, 











“DUNMORE. | 


| James Tilghman and Andrew Allen, Esquires.” 





| JAMES TILGHMAN AND ANDREW ALLEN TO LORD DUNMORE. 
\ NO, V. 

“ Williamsburgh, May 27, 1774. 
*“ My Lorp: Since your Lordship is determined, as you are pleased to 
| say, at all events not to relinquish your jurisdiction over Fort Pitt, a period 
| is put to our treaty ; and we can only, with your Lordship, lament the con- || 
| tinuance of those reciprocal inconveniences of clashing and disputed jurisdic- 
| tions, which we are conscious of having done every thing that could be rea- 
| sonably expected of us to prevent. And we have only to add our thanks for || 
| the polite attention your Lordship has been pleased to show us, and the dis- 
patch you have given to our business. We intend to leave town to-mor- || 
|| row, but before our departure, we shall do ourselves the honor to wait on 
your Lordship, for your commands to the northward, where we shall be || 
| ready to render your Lordship any service in our power. We have the 
| honor to be, with great regard, your Lordship’s most obedient and most 
| humble servants, 


] “JAMES TILGHMAN, 


! “ANDREW ALLEN. 
| His Excellency the Earl of Dunmore.” 








“ Memorandum, Tuesday, June 28, 1774. 

“The Committee appointed to draw up the letters, agreed on yesterday, 
laid their draughts before the Governor, which being approved by him, were | 
fairly transcribed, and ordered to be dispatched without delay. The said | 
letters follow in these words, viz: 





| 


“ Philadelphia, June 28, 1774. 

“Sir: By the repeated accounts which I am daily receiving from Pitts- 
burgh, and other parts of the western frontier, there seems little room to | 
doubt but the mutual hostilities which have unhappily taken place between || 
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some of the inhabitants of Virginia, and the Western Indians, particularly 
the Shawanese, will end in a general war, unless some prudent measures | 
are speedily taken to prevent it. | 
“The occasion of this unfortunate breach, as well as the particulars of | 
the murders which have been committed on both sides, have no doubt been | 
communicated to you by the deputy agent for Indian affairs at Pittsburgh. 
It will, therefore, only be necessary for me to inform you in general, that a | 
great part of the settlers in our back country have fled from their habita- 
tions, and the panic is daily increasing to such a degreee that there is just 
reason to apprehend a total desertion of that country. | 
“I have been induced, from a representation of the distresses of these 
| 





people, to issue writs to call our Assembly, to meet at Philadelphia, on the 
18th of next month, to enable me to afford them the necessary relief. 

“ As itis of the utmost consequence that this affair should be properly re- | 
presented to the Six Nations, and that they should, if possible, be induced to 
become mediators between us and the Shawanese and the Delawares, I must | 
request you will take such measures as you shall think most proper to satis- | 
fy them that any injuries which the Shawanese may have received, and may | 
consider as a provocation for the hostilities committed on their part, were by || 
no means done by the orders or consent of this Government, but that on the | 
contrary, we have been ever sincerely disposed to preserve peace and friend- | 
ship with them, and are now very willing, notwithstanding what has hap- | 
pened, to listen to terms of accommodation, and to renew our friendship, and 
furget every thing that is past. Your interposition and influence in this mat- 
ter may very possibly have the most salutary effects. | 

“If a rupture can be prevented it appears to me it must be through the | 
Six Nations; however, I submit the matter entirely to your considera- | 


tion. { am, sir, with great regard, your most obedient and humble | 
servant, JOHN PENN. | 
| 





* Sir William Johnson, Baronet.” 





GOVERNOR PENN TO LORD DUNMORE. 
“‘ Philadelphia, June 28, 1774. 


“‘My Lorp: I am very unhappy to find myself under the necessity 
of writing to your Lordship on so disagreeable a subject as an Indian war, 
which is now like to become general, unless the governments of Virginia | 
and Pennsylvania, by some prudent and timely interposition, may happily | 
prevent the further progress of hostilities, which have unhappily taken 
place. I have taken the best measures in my power to keep the settle- | 
ments from breaking up, and have called the Assembly upon the occasion, | 
in order that every proper step may be taken, either to compose the differ- | 
ences between his Majesty’s subjects and the Indians, or to defend the fron- | 
tiers, if pacific measures should fail. 
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per, and I have no doubt, but that you will continue your endeavors to re- 





NOTICES OF THE SETTLEMENT. 497 











“I have so many complaints of the behavior of Doctor Connolly, that I 
am obliged to wish your Lordship to make some inquiry into his conduct, 
which, if my information be true, is extremely oppressive and tyrannical, 
with respect to our people; and what is still worse, there is great reason 
to fear his military operations may have a dangerous tendency to involve’ 
the colonies in a general Indian war. He seizes upon the property of the 
people, without reserve, and treats the persons of the magistrates with the 
utmost insolence and disrespect, and with menaces not only of imprison- 
ing them, but even of pulling down their houses, and it is said, he has sent 
out, or is to send out, parties against the Indians, with orders to destroy all 
they meet with, whether friend or foe. ‘These matters may be exaggerated, 
but I cannot doubt but that Mr. Connolly has afforded some grounds for 
these complaints ; and although your Lordship has been pleased to claim 
the jurisdiction of Pittsburgh, and the country thereabouts, I would fain 
hope that you would not encourage Mr. Connolly in such exorbitances and 
outrages as are laid to his charge. 

“ T have the honor to be your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 

“JOHN PENN. 


“To the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s province of Virginia.” 


GOVERNOR PENN TO ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 
* Philadelphia, June 28, 1774. 


“Sir: The accounts which you have transmitted of the temper of the 


Indians, and the murders they have already perpetrated, are truly alarming, | 


and give every reason to apprehend that we shall not long be exempt from 


the calamities of a savage war. ‘The desertion of that country in conse- | 


quence of the panic which has seized the inhabitants, on this occasion, 
must be attended with the most mischievous effects, and prove ruinous to 
the immdeiate sufferers, and distressing to the province in general. Every 
measure therefore, should be attempted to stop the progress of this evil, and 
to induce those who have already gone off, to return to their habitations ; 
and, I must rely on you to exert all your prudence and activity for this’ pur- 
pose. The steps which have been already taken appear to me very pro- 


store the drooping spirits of the people, and inspire them with a resolution 
to stand their ground, at least till they are satisfied of the intentions of the 
Indians towards this province. You may assure them that the government 
sensibly feels the distresses of their situation—that it will be attentive to 
their interests, and afford them every assistance and protection in its power 
to give. With this disposition, I have issued writs for convening the As- 
sembly, on the 18th of next month ; and shall immediately on their meet- 
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ing, lay this matter before them, and have reason to expect that such meas- | 
ures will be adopted as may effectually enable the government to extend to | 
them a relief, adequate to its wishes, and their wants. In the mean time | 
I shall give orders for such further supply of ammunition to be sent up as | 
will be sufficient for the present occasion. | 

“I have wrote to Sir William Johnson, informing him of the intelligence | 
we had received of these transactions, and requesting his interposition with | 
the Six Nations, to use their influence with the Shawanese and Delawares, | 
to prevent further hostilities on their part, and to assure them of the sincere || 
intentions of this government to continue their pacific disposition towards all 
our Indian brethren. I have also wrote to Lord Dunmore, complaining of | 
Connolly’s outrageous and tyrannical behavior at Pittsburgh, and represent- 
ing the dangerous tendency his military operations may have to involve the | 
colonies in a general Indian war. I am, sir, your most obedient humble | 
servant, JOHN PENN. | 

«To Arthur St. Clair, Esq., at Ligonier, in Westmoreland county. 

«“ P, S. My Commissioners who attended Lord Dunmore, could not in- | 
duce him to come into any reasonable temporary line of jurisdiction, and 
therefore things must remain in the disagreeable situation of interfering ju- | 
risdictions. In this unhappy situation I am satisfied, you and other magis- 
trates will act a prudent part. It is imposssible in such a case to give par- 
ticular directions. With respect to the keeping up the rangers you have 


| raised for the security of the inhabitants, I sha!l recommend it to the As- 
| sembly to defray the expense that shall accrue in the necessary measure; 
and [ cannot have the Jeast doubt, that they will approve of what has been 


done on this occasion, as also the continuance of the same forces, unti! their 


sentiments can be known.”’ 


ARTHUR ST, CLAIR TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
« Ligonier, May 29, 1774. 


“Sir: The panic that has struck this country, threatening an entire 
depopulation thereof, induced me a few days ago to make an excursion to 
Pittsburgh to see if it can be removed, and the desertion prevented. 

“The only probable remedy that offered was to afford the people the 
appearance of some protection. Accordingly Mr. Smith, Mr. Mackay, 
Mr. Butler, and some others of the inhabitants of Pittsburgh, with Colonel 
Croghan and myself, entered into an association for the immediate raising 
an hundred men, to be employed as a ranging company, to cover the in- | 
habitants in case of danger, to which association several of the magistrates | 
and other inhabitants have acceded and in a very few days they will be on - 


foot. 
“ We have undertaken to maintain them for one month, at the rate of one 








shilling and six pence a man per diem; this we will cheerfully discharge, f 
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measure, and that the Government will not only relieve private persons 
| from the burthen, but take effectual measures for the safety of this fron- 
tier, and this 1 am desired by the people in general to request of your 
Honor. I am, sir, your most obedient, most humble servant, 


ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 





ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
| “ Ligonier, June 26th, 1774. 


‘Sm: I have the honor to transmit a memorial from the inhabitants 


conduct in support of it, which came to my hands a few minutes ago. 
| It is most certain, sir, they are most injuriously treated. The only 
| piece of news from above, since my last, is, that Mr. Connolly sent two 
| ders, who intercepted them at Beaver creek, fired on them, and wound- 
‘ed one, and then ran off in the most dastardly manner, What may be 
the consequence God knows, but it is well if the trades do not suffer 


| yet; their horses and peltry are not yet arrived. 





«Mr. McFarlane has just arrived from Virginia, and reports that four | 


| 
| companies are on their march to Pittsburgh. I think he must be mis- 


shall be intimated by every opportunity, I am, sir, your Honor’s most 
humble servant, ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.” 


| MEMORIAL TO GOV. PENN FROM THE INHABITANTS OF PITTSBURGH. 
| “« Pittsburgh, June 25, 1774. 


of the province of Pennsylvania, &c. 


“The memorial of the subscribers, in behalf of themselves and the re- 
maining few inhabitants of Pittsburgh who have adhered to the government 


nolly, since the commencement of his tyrannical government at Pittsburgh, 
The principal facts we shall beg leave to lay before your Honor, as fol- 
loweth : Soon after the return of the magistrates of this place from Staun- 


_ kay should acquaint Lord Dunmore with his tyrannical behavior, took all 





he ordered Mr. Mackay’s outhouses to be pulled down, and the materials 
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at the same time we flatter ourselves that your Honor will approve the | 


| of Pittsburgh to your Honor, vith some remarks upon Mr. Connolly’s | 
| parties down the river in pursuit of the Shawanese who escorted the tra- | 
taken, both as their militia law is expired, and that it is not an easy | 


matter to conduct so large a body through an uninhabited country, where | 
no magazines are established. Any occurrences worthy of your notice | 


“To the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor and joint proprietor | 


of Pennsylvania, humbly sheweth, That your memorialists have suffered | 
in an unprecedented manner by the arbitrary proceedings of Doctor Con- | 


ton jail in Virginia, Mr. Connolly being extremely enraged that Mr. Mac- | 


| Opportunities to affront and use Mr. Mackay ill, so that in a few days afier | 
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| Honor to the enclosed remarks, which are absolute facts. 


| Britter,* William Butler, James O’Harra, James Fowler, Joseph Spear, 
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to be carried to his garrison ; and when Mr. Mackay complained of such 
oppressive measures, he was threatened by Dr. Connolly to be sent in 
irons to Williamsburgh. 

“ Mr. William Butler, (one of the subseribers,) and an eminent trader at 
this place, has been cruelly treated by Mr. Connolly, nay, was threatened to 
be shot down, for daring to refuse carrying arms at Mr. Connolly’s militia 
array, &c. ‘That your memorialists are of opinion that Mr. Connolly has 
taken all the pains in his power to foment the disturbances between us and 
the Indians, for several reasons, particularly when a number of the traders 
arrived here lately from the Shawanese towns, escorted by three Shawa- 
nese chiefs, who were sent to the care of Colonel Croghan, till a handsome 


| present was made for them, by the traders for their fidelity, Doctor Con- | 


nolly ordered out forty-one of his militia to take them at all events, and to 
send them to his guard house, which hellish plot being discovered, Mr. | 
Butler, and some other friends, conveyed the Indians and their presents 
over the river, just as the guard surrounded Mr, Croghan’s house, for 
which Mr. Butler has been severely threatened. 

«That a number of the subscribers, &c., have been very severely treat. | 
ed by Mr. Connolly for our adherence to the Pennsylvania government, | 
which, for brevity’s sake, must be omitted. 

“The premises considered, your memorialists most earnestly request | 
your Honor will fall upou some speedy method to relieve our distresses, 
and to send us directions, as soon as possible, how to act on this critical 


occasion. 
« For a further explanation of our distresses we beg leave to refer your | 


« (Signed: ] Alneas Mackay, Devereux Smith, John Ormsby, Richard 


Andrew Robinson, Frederick Farry, Robert M’Cully, George M’Cully, 
John Shannon, Gabriel Walker, John Walker, Benjamin Elliot, Alexan, 
der Wayne, Ralph Nailer, William Evans, William Amberson, William 
Hamilton, James Smith, John Irwin, Robert Elliot, Richard Carson, 
Joseph Carrel, Stephen Groves,” 


REMARKS ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF DR. CONNOLLY. 

“ Pittsburgh, June 25th, 1774. 
«The distressed inhabitants of this place have just cause to charge their 
present calamity and dread of an Indian war entirely to the tyrannical and 
unprecedented conduct of Doctor Connolly, whose design, as we conceive, 
is to better his almost desperate circumstances upon the distress of the pub- 

lic, and the ruin of our fortunes, as will appear from the following facts: 
“1st. On the 25th of January last, a number of disorderly persons as- 
sembled themselves here in consequence of his advertisements, (as militia,) | 














* Nodoubt “ Butler.” 
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|| who, when dispersing, wantonly and malicously fired on some friendly In- 
'| dians in their huts on the Indian shore, which conduct, together with so un- 
} expected an appearance of so many people in arms, at a time when they ex- 
pected no hostile intentions on our part, greatly alarmed them, as appear- 
ed by acomplaint made by them at a council with Alexander McKee, Esgq., 
Indian Agent, and some of the inhabitants of this place, a few days after, 





“2d. Michael Cresap, in vindication of his own conduct, alleges, that it 
| was in consequence of a circular letter from said Connolly, directed to the 
inhabitants on the Ohio, that he murdered the Indians, and that in a man- 
_ ner that savage ferocity could scarcely equal, and in cold blood, without the 
least provocation, amongst whom was some Delawares that had been em- 
ployed by William Butler to carry goods and hands to the relief of his bro- 
ther, who was at that time in the Indian country, all which property they 
have been deprived of to a considerable amount, Also, every part of said 
Connolly’s conduct to our friendly Indians convinces us that he means to 
| force them to a war, as he both refuses to protect, and endeavors to mur- 
! der those, that, at the risk of, their lives, came with our traders to protect 
| them, and to deliver assurances of their friendship to the public, which ean 
| be produced if required. 

* 3d. A large body of armed men broke open Mr. Mackay’s and Mr. 
| Smith’s back yard gates, and rescued the villian Reily, who was sworn 


i} 
| 





constable for Westmoreland county at that time, and was confined for abus- 
ing said Mackay in his own house; five of those men presented their guns 
at Mr. Mackay and Mr. Smith. Also, one of the party struck at Mr. 
Mackay with his gun and broke it in pieces, while another presented his 
rifle through his parlor window, swearing that he would shoot down Mrs. 
Mackay if she did not immediately set open the doors of her house ; upon 
which she fled, but was immediately assaulted by one Aston (a Captain of 
said Connolly’s appointment) with a drawn sword, who stabbed her in the 
arm. Mr. Spear was also abused, and scratched, by said Aston, at the 
same time. 

«4th, Said Connolly, with an armed force of two hundred men, sur- 
rounded the court house, &c. 

“5th. He sent AZneas Mackay, Devereux Smith and Andrew McFar- 
_ lane, magistrates, under an armed guard, to Staunton jail, in Virginia, then 
| proceeded to shoot down our cattle, sheep and hogs, taking, by force of 
| arms, any part of our property he pleased ; also, pressing our horses with- 
| out applying for them, or tendering any satisfaction to the sufferers for so 
| 





doing. 
“6th. He sent an armed guard to town to plunder the house of Mr. 
| Devereux Smith, but was prevented by Mr. William Butler at the risk of 
| his life. 


| “7th. He, Connolly, with his whole force, came to the house of Mr. 


| 
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Mackay, broke open his gates, and pulled down a log stable and sheep 
house, threatening to pull down his dwelling house if he thought proper. 
He came again, accompanied by one of his officers, to Mr. Mackay’s and 
abused him in a blasphemous, outrageous manner, threatening to send him 
in irons to Virginia the next day. 

“8th. He sent an armed guard to town with a general search warrant to 


search every house in town without exception, for the effects of a man that | 


died the evening before in their fort, that some of themselves had robbed his 
corpse off. In the course of their search they broke open a chest ina 
man’s house that bears a good charaeter here, and took out several articles, 
and at the same time insulted the owner. 

“9th. He sent a party who robbed Mr. Joseph Spear’s carriers of one 
horse load of gunpowder, about six miles from town, which was sent by said 
Spear for the use of the inhabitants of this county, if necessity required. 
This robbery was committed by a party headed by the aforesaid Aston, 
who beat and insolently abused the person who had said powder in charge, 
when he demanded a receipt for the same. 

“ These are but a few of the many distresses we labor under, and with- 
out protection and speedy redress cannot long support ourselves under such 
grievances, persecution and tyranny.” 





ZENEAS MACKAY, JOSEPH SPEAR AND DEVEREUX SMITH, TO JOSEPH 
SHIPPEN, JUN. 
“ Pittsburgh, July 8th, 1774. 
“Sir: Since our memorial to his Honor the Governor, of the 25th of 
June accompanied by some notes, there has several occurrences of so ex- 








traordinary a nature happened, that we hope no apology is necessary for | 


giving you this trouble. ‘The traders who were coming by land are all 
come in safe, Captain White Eyes is returned, with the strongest assur- 


ances of friendship from the Shawanese, Delawares, Wyandots and Chero- | 


kees, with whom he had been treating on our behalf. Upon his return he 
found his house broken open by the Virginians, about thirty pounds worth 
of his property taken, which was divided and sold by the robbers at one 
Froman’s Fort, on Chartin’s (no doubt this should be Chartier’s) Creek. 


‘Doctor Connolly continues to exercise his authority as usual. Our 


persons are daily insulted, our property forcibly taken, and even our lives | 


threatened. We had a remarkable instance of this on the first instant. A | 


horse, the property of Messrs. Richard and William Butler, having been | 
taken by a vagrant fellow at this place, was secreted by him in the town, | 
which, when Messrs. Butlers were informed of, they went and took their | 
horse, but not without obstinate resistance on the side of the thief, who, in | 


their own defence, they were obliged to strike ; upon which the fellow ap- 
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plied to Dr. Connolly, who sent a sergeant to Richard Butler, commanding 
him to appear immediately in the garrison ; but Mr. Butler refused to go, and 
denied Dr. Connolly’s authority ; whereupon a certain Captain Aston was 
sent for them, with a party from the fort, and orders to break their house and 
take them at all events. Messrs. Butlers, after much debate, and repeated 
threats from Captain Aston, at the entreaty of their friends, consented to go 
down to the garrison ; and when they demanded the cause of such treat- 
ment were answered that they must go immediately to jail, but they were 
afterwards allowed to give bail for their appearance at Augusta court. ‘The 
same day Mr. Connolly informed them, and the other traders, they must 
pay him a duty of four pence per skin before they could remove one from 
this place, and immediately ordered the roads to be stopped, which was ac- 
cordingly déne, and a number of horses belonging to Mr. Blaine and others, 
were seized and brought back. A few days ago, one of the traders who 
went to meet his people, and some Indians that were bringing his peltry 
from New Comerstown, was, upon his return, waylaid by about forty Vir- 
ginians, who took him, three of his men, and five Delaware men, prisoners, 
telling him they would for the future treat as savages and enemies every 
trader that they should find in the woods. About this time two Delaware 
men, who had come from the towns up to assist some of the traders with 
their horses, were pursued by a party of Virginians to Mr. Smith’s house, 
where they flew for protection. The party followed them to the door, de- 
manded entrance, and swore they would burn the house if they refused. 
The Indians, notwithstanding, were kept in the house till night, and then 
dismissed in safety. 

«Mr. William Butler, being insulted by a worthless drunken fellow, was 
under the necessity of chastising his insolence. Whereupon, Mr. Connol- 
ly issued a King’s warrant for him, and his sheriff came to Mr. Smith’s, 


| where Mr. Butler then was, between eight and nine o’clock at night, and 

















| after an unsuccessful attempt to take Mr. Butler, ran out and called a guard 


that was waiting for that purpose, who immediately surrounded the house, 
remained there till after nine o’clock, and then dispersed. The Virginians, 


| from their conduct, appear determined on a war. Colonel Lewis is sup- 


posed to be at the Kenhawas with fifteen hundred men, and several parties 


| have gone from this place to joinhim. Major McDonald, Mr. Cresap, and 


others, are expected here shortly, who it is said, are going down the river 
to build forts and station men at different places. 

“ We have no room to doubt that Doctor Connolly has, by order of Lord 
Dunmore, sent a speech to the Shawanese, importing that Logan and his 
party be immediately delivered up, with the three prisoners that he has ta- 
ken, and some other Shawanese that are supposed to have committed a 
murder last winter. ‘That on a refusal (the Virginians) are determined to 
proceed against them with vigor, and will show them no mercy. Doctor 
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Connolly has expresses constantly on the road between this and Williams- 
burgh, whereby he has been able to impose on his Lordship the flagrant 
misrepresentations of Indian affairs that appear in the Williamsturgh pa- 
per of the 9th of June, which has been publicly confuted at this place by | 


several persons well acquainted with the present state and sentiments of the | 

different Nations. | 
“We hope that it is not necessary to say any more to convince you how 

unhappily we are at present circumstanced, not only from the prospect of 


| 





an Indian war, which the Virginians appear determined to bring upon us, | 


but from the apprehension of further insults from Doctor Connoliy’s extra- | 


ordinary conduct, of which we have given several specimens, and which, | 
without the interposition of Government, we shill not be long able to sup- 
port. We are, sir, with profound respect, your humble servants, | 
“ AAUNEAS MACKAY, 
“ JOSEPH SPEAR, 
“ DEVEREUX SMITH, 
“To Joseph Shippen, Jun., Esq., Secretary to his Honor the Governor,” 


ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
“ Ligonier, July 17, 1774. 
“Sir: The business Mr. Croghan had to communicate was this, that 
the Virgi.ians are determined to put a stop to the Indian trade with this | 
province, and that Messsrs. Simons, Campbell and Connolly, have obtain- | 








ed an exclusive privilege of carrying it on on the frontiers of Virginia. He | 
recommends the laying out of a town up the Allegheny at the Kittanning, 
to which the traders might retire, as they will certainly be obliged to aban- 
don Pittsburgh, and from which the trade might be carried on to as much 
advantage as the distance from thence to Kaskaskies is much the same 
as from Pittsburgh, and a very good road. He further recommends the 
building a small stockade there to affurd them protection in case of war. | 
The Indians will certainly quit Pittsburgh, as it is at the risk of their 


lives they come there, to which I was an eye-witness. Croghan fur- 
ther says, unless somebody is sent up by the government to speak to | 
the Indians very soon, that we shall see no more of them, and that the 
Delawares, who are still friendly, will be debauched. 

“I beg you to excuse this incoherent scrawl, as I am obliged to be 
held up whilst I write it. I am, sir, your very humble and most obe- | 
dient servant, ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 

« P. S. Henkston has left the country.” 





“ Whitehall, September 7, 1774, 
“Sir: Ihave received your letters of the 5th and 30th of July, and 
am very much obliged to you for the early intelligence they contain of | 
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EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
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public occurrences within your province ; upon which I have only to ob- 
| serve that it has given the King great concern to find that his subjects in 
_ the different colonies in North America have been induced, upon the grounds 








| stated in their different resolutions, to nominate deputies to meet in general 

| Congress at Philadelphia. | 
«4 If the object of this Congress be humbly to sean to the King any 
| grievances they may have to complain of, or any propositions they may 
| have to make on the present state of America, such representation would 








certainly have come from each colony with greater weight in its separate 


| capacity, than in a channel of the propriety and legality of which there may 
| be much doubt. 1 
«I fear however the measure is gone too far to encourage any hope that | 
| may be retracted, and I can only express my wishes that the result of their || 
| proceedings may be such as not to cut off all hope of that union with the | 
| mother country which is so essential to the happiness of both. 
| “The inclosed copy of my letter of this day’s date to Lord Dunmore, 
| (which I send you for your information) will inform you of the light in 
| 


which the conduct of the people of Virginia towards the Indians upon the 
| Ohio is considered by the King. Iam, sir, your most obedient humble 
| servant, DARTMOUTH, 
“Deputy Governor Penn.” 





EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE EARL OF DUNMORE. 
“ Whitehall, September 8, 1774. 


“My Lorp: The deputy governor of Pennsylvania in his message to 
| the House of Representatives, on the 18th of July last, asserts that the hos- 

| tility of the Indians upon the river Ohio, which has spread such general 
alarm and distress throughout the back settlements, was occasioned by the 
| unprovoked ill treatment of those Indians by the people of Virginia, who 
had barbarously murdered about eleven of the Delawares and Shawanese 
| tribes, and that many friendly Indians, who had generously afforded pro- 
| tection to the persons and goods of Indian traders from the violence of some 
of their young warriors, and who were, at the risk of their own lives, es- 
corting those traders to their friends near Pittsburgh, were, contrary to all 
| faith, attacked, and some of them wounded by a party of Virginians sent out 
for the purpose by one Connolly, a militia captain, having a commission 
from the government of Virginia. 

“ My intelligence through a variety of other channels confirms these 
| facts, and adds further that this Connolly, using your Lordship’s name, 
and pleading your authority, has presumed to re-establish the fort at Pitts- 
burgh, which was demolished by the King’s express orders; that he has 
| destroyed the King’s boats, which were kept there for the purpose of a com- 


munication with the Illinois country ; and that parties were sent by his 
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| authority, or under his direction, for the purpose of building forts lower | 
_ down the river Ohio. 


“The duty I owe the King, and the regard l entertain for your Lordship, 
induce me to take the earliest opportunity of acquainting your Lordship | 
with this information, to the end that the facts asserted, if not true, may be | 


|| contradicted by your Lordship’s authority ; but, if otherwise, which J can. | 
| not suppose to be the case, such steps may be taken as the King’s dignity | 








and Vice Admiral of the same: 








| 


; and justice shall dictate. [ am, &c. DARTMOUTH. | 


« Earl of Dunmore.”’ 





| 
| 

«‘ By his Excellency John, Earl of Dunmore, Lieutenant and Governor | 
General in and over his Majesty’s Colony and Dominion of Virginia, | 


| 


“ Whereas, the rapid settlement made on the west side of the Alleghany | 


A PROCLAMATION. 


| Mountains, by his Majesty’s subjects within the course of these few years, | 
_ has become an object of real concern to his Majeety’s interest in this quarter. | 


And whereas, the province of Pennsylvania have unduly laid claim toa very | 


_ valuableand extensive quantity of his Majesty’s territory ; and the Executive | 


part of that government, in consequence thereof, has most arbitrarily and | 
unwarrantably proceeded to abuse the laudable advancements in this partof | 
his Majesty’s dominions, by many oppressive and illegal methods, in the 
discharge of this imaginary authority. And whereas, the ancient claim laid 
to this country by the colony of Virginia, founded in reason upon pre-oc- 
cupancy, and the general acquiescence of all persons, together with the in- | 
structions I have lately received from his Majesty’s servants, ordering me 

to take this country under my administration ; and as the evident injustice | 
manifestly offered to his Majesty by the immediate strides taken by the | 
proprietors of Pennsylvania, in prosecution of their wild claim to this coun- | 
try, demand an immediate remedy, [ do hereby, in his Majesty’s name, re- | 
quire and command all his Majesty’s subjects west of the Laurel Hill, to pay | 
a due respect to this my proclamation, strictly prohibiting the execution of | 
any act of authority on behalf of the province of Pennsylvania, at their peril, 
in this country ; but, on the contrary, that a due regard and entire obedi- | 
ence to the laws of his Majesty’s colony of Virginia under my administra } 
tion, be observed, to the end that regularity may ensue, and a just regard | 
to the interest of his Majesty in this quarter, as well as to the subjects in| 
general, may be the consequence. Given under my hand and seal, at Fort | 
Dunmore, September 17th, 1774. | 


“ By his Excellency’s command. 


| 
| 
“DUNMORE. 
“ God save the King.” : 
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“By the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief of the province of Pennsylvania, and counties of New Castle, 
Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware: 


A PROCLAMATION. 
| 
| 





| 


« Whereas, I have received information that his Excellency the Earl of 
| Dunmore, governor-general in and over his Majesty’s colony of Virginia, 


| the rapid settlement made on the west of the Allegheny mountains, by his 


| Majesty’s subjects, within the course of these few years, had become an ob- 


| ject of real concern to his Majesty’s interest in that quarter; that the pro- 
| 
i 





| government, in consequence thereof, had most arbitrarily and unwarranta- 
| bly proceeded to abuse the laudable adventures in that part of his Majesty’s 


| dominions, by many oppressive and illegal measures, in discharge of their 
| imaginary authority ; and that the ancient claim laid to that country by the 
| we . 

| colony of Virginia, founded in reason, upon pre-occupancy, and the general 


acquiescence of all persons, together with the instruction he had lately re- 





| ceived from his Majesty’s servants, ordering him to take that country under 


| his administration ; and as the evident injustice manifestly offered to his 
} Majesty, by the immediate strides taken by the proprietaries of Pennsylva- 
| nia, in prosecution of their wild claim to that country, demanded an imme- 

diate remedy, he did thereby, in his Majesty’s name, require and com- 
_ mand all his Majesty’s subjects west of the Laurel hill, to pay a due res- 
| pect to his said proclamation, thereby strictly prohibiting the execution of 
/any act of authority on behalf of the province of Pennsylvania, at their 
_ peril, in that country ; but on the contrary, that a due regard and entire ob- 
| edience to the laws of his Majesty's colony of Virginia, under his adminis- 
| tration should be observed, to the end that regularity might ensue, and a 
| just regard to the interest of his Majesty in that quarter, as well as to his 
| Majesty’s subjects, might be the consequence.’ 

“ And whereas, although the western limits of the province of Pennsylva- 
nia have not been settled by any authority from the Crown, yet it has 
been sufficiently demonstrated by lines accurately run by the most skilful 
artists, that ‘not only a great tract of country west of the Laurel hill, but 
Fort Pitt also, are comprehended within the charter bounds of this province, 
a great part of which country has been actually settled, and is now held un- | 
| der grants from the proprietaries of Pennsylvania ; and the jurisdiction of 
| this government has been peaceably exercised in that quarter of the coun- 
| try, till the late strange claim set up by the Earl of Dunmore, in behalf 
| of his Majesty’s colony of Virginia, founded, as his Lordship is above pleased 
| to say, ‘in reason, pre-occupancy, and the general acquiescence of all per- 
sons ; which claim to lands within the said charter limits must appear siill 








at | 


| hath lately issued a very extraordinary proclamation, setting fourth, ‘that | 


vince of Pennsylvania had unduly laid claim to a very valuable and exten- | 
sive quantity of his Majesty’s territory ; and the Executive part of that | 


| 
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| 
| 
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the more extraordimary, as his most gracious Majesty, in an act passed the || 
| very last session of parliament, ‘for making more effectual provision for 


the government of the province of Quebec,’ has been pleased, in the fullest | 
manner, to recognise the charter of the province of Pennsylvania, by ex- 
pressly referring,to the same, and binding the said province of Quebec by the 
northern and western bounds thereof. Wherefore, there is the greatest rea- 
son to conclude, that any instructions the governor of Virginia may have 
received from his Majesty’s servants, to take that country under his admin- 
istration, must be founded on some misrepresentation to them respecting the 
western extent of this province. In justice, therefore, to the proprietaries 
of the province of Pennsylvania, who are only desirous to secure their | 
own undoubted property from the encroachment of others, I have thought 
fit, with the advice of the council, to issue thie my proclamation, hereby re- 
quiring all persons west of Laurel hill, to retain their settlements as afore- | 
said made under this province, and to pay due obedience to the laws of this | 
government; and all magistrates and other officers who hold commissions 
or offices under this government, to proceed as usual in the administration 
of justice, without paying the least regard to the said recited proclamation, 
until his Majesty’s pleasure shall be known in the premises ; at the same 
time strictly charging and enjoining the said inhabitants and magistrates to 
use their utmost endeavors to preserve peace and good order. 

* Given under my hand and the great seal of the said province, at Phila- 
delphia, the twelfth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-four, and in the fourteenth year of the reign of 
our sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Bri- 
tain, France and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and so forth. 


“JOHN PENN, 


“ By his Honor’s command, 
“ EDWARD SHIPPZN, Jr., Secretary. 
“ God save the King.” \ 


ARTHUR ST. CLAIx TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
“ Ligonier, December 4, 1774. 


“Sir: The war betwixt the Virginians and Indians is at Jast over. 1 
promised myself the pleasure of giving your honor the earliest account of 
its issue, but | have not yet been able to get a true state of the treaty of | 
peace. A peace however is certainly made with the Shawanese. One 
condition of which is the return of all property and prisoners taken from the 
white peopie, and for the performance they have given six hostages. The 
Mingoes, that live on the Scioto, did not appear to treat, and a party was | 
sent to destroy their towns, which was effected, and there are twelve of | 
them now prisoners in Fort Pitt. It is probable from these circumstances | 
we shall have no more trouble with them, and things have come to a much | 
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| better end than there was any reason to have expected. But our troubles 

here are not yet over. ‘The magistrates appointed by Lord Dunmore in 
| this country seem determined to enforce the jurisdiction of Virginia, and 
| have begun with arresting one of your Hounor’s officers. 





— 


“On the 12th of November, Mr. Connolly sent a warrant for Mr. Scott 
| to appear before him, or the next Justice, to answer for a number of offen- 

ces committed by him under a pretended authority from Pennsylvania. 
| The warrant Mr. Scott did not choose to pay any regard to, and the same 

evening a number of armed men came to his house to take him by force to 
| Fort Burd ; there he found Lord Dunmore, Mr. Campbell, and Mr. Penti- 
| cost, ready to sit in judgment upon him; much passed among them, but the 
| result was, that he was obliged to enter into recognizance with two sureties, 
| to appear at the next court to be held in Pittsburgh, for the county of Au- 
| gusta, on the 20th day of December, if the court should happen to be held 
there that day, or at any further day when the court should be held there, 
w answer for his having acted as a magistrate for Pennsylvania, contrary 
to Lord Dunmore’s proclamation, or be committed to jail. He chose the 





recognizance, the circumstances of his family and health rendering the other 
| very inconvenient. ‘There is no doubt the recognizance is in itself a mere 


nullity, but after what has been done already, ’tis hard to say what may not 
be attempted, and ’tis very certain the people Lord Dunmore has clothed 
| with authority pay little regard to the rules of law or the dictates of reason. 
| It would be exceedingly satisfactory if your Honor would please to give us 


| directions for our conduct, and this case of Mr. Scott requires it particular- 


| ly. I have wrote to Mr. Wilson, of Carlisle, for his advice, fearing it 
| would be impossible to know your mind in proper time, for the necessary 


| legal steps. I believe he may be depended upon, but it is very doubtful if 
|| his answer can arrive before the time they have appointed for their court. 
! At any rate we must endeavor to prevent a trial till your Honor can have 
! an opportunity of writing, if it should be by removing the indictment to 
| Williamsburgh. 

| “T account it a fortunate circumstance that they began with Mr. Scott, 
| who, with a great deal of firmness, possesses a good share of natural un- 
|| derstanding. Iu the course of an examination which continued near two 
| hours, he told Lord Dunmore that he had only one short answer to all his 
|| questions, which might save his Lordship a good deal of trouble, ‘ that he 
| had acted under commission from your Honor, and in obedienee to your 
proclamation.” His Lordship was pleased to reply, that you had no right 
to give any such commission, or authority to issue such proclamation. Mr. 
Scott told him that was a matter of which he was not a proper judge, and 
would abide by the consequences. 


“I am sorry to be obliged to give your Honor so much trouble on so 
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very disagreeable a subject, but I hope the time is not far distant when it will | 
be put to an end, And am, sir, your Honor’s most obedient and most | 
humble servant, | 

| 


« ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.” 





ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO GOVERNOR PENN, 





“« Hanna’s Town, December 18, 1774. | 


“Sir : Being this far on my way to Pittsburgh, I found this morning a con. || 
stable from Virginia here, who had made two men prisoners, by virtue of ! 
a warrant from Major Smallman. The offence they had been guilty of, it '' 
seems, was assisting the constable in executing a judicial warrant. Mr. | 
Hanna had committed the constable, which I could not help approving of ; 
but as there is some danger of his being rescued by force, I have advised 
the sending of him to Bedford, or at least that the sheriff should remove 
him to some other place privately. 

«“ The Court, it is said, will certainly be held at Pittsburgh, on the 20th. 
Iam personally threatened, but I promised Mr. Scott to be there at that 
time, to give him some countenance at least, if I cannot give him assistance 
at his trial. I had the honor to give you an account of his arrest a short | 





time ago. 
* Your Honor will judge from these circumstances, what a shocking sit- | 
uation we are in; to add to the distrees of which, the militia are plundering | 
the people in the neighborhood of Pittsburgh, of the very substance of their | 
families. 1 
“I met with this opportunity of writing accidentally, and would not let | 
it slip, as I thought it of consequence that you should be early acquainted | 
with what is passing. I have the honor to be, sir, your Honor’s most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, 





“ARTHUR ST, CLAIR.” | 





PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL. 


« At acouncil held at Philadelphia, on Wednesday, 25th January, 1775, 
present, the Honorable John Penn, Esq., Governor, William Logan, An- 
drew Allen, Benjamin Chew, Edward Shippen, Junior, and James Tilgh- 
man, Esquires. 

** The Governor laid before the board two papers delivered to him by 
Captain St. Clair, which were read, and are as follows, viz : 





“« Westmoreland County, ss. 
1} 


“ Before us, Robert Hanna and Arthur St. Clair, Esquires, two of his 
Majesty’s Justices for Westmoreland county, personally appeared Samuel | 
Whitesill, keeper of the jail of the said county, and being duly sworn, ac- | 


cording to law, deposeth and saith, that, on this instant, 24th of December, 











a 





























| a number of armed men came to the jail of said county, and ordered him to 
| open the prison doors, and turn out a certain William Thomas, then in his 
custody, on sundry exécutions ; that he believes a certain William Christy, 
| and Simon Girty, who seemed to be officers from their dress, were at the 
| head of their party. ‘That he, this deponent, refused to deliver his prisoner, 
| or open the door where he was confined ; that they then talked of throwing 
down the house, when a certain Major Connolly came up, inquired who 
resisted the releasement of the prisoner, threatened to tie and carry off this 
deponent, ordered the party to fire their pieces against the house, and strip 
off the roof, on which he (this deponent) being afraid of ill consequences, 
both to his person and property, did open the door to allow the prisoner to 
speak to the party, and one of them rushed in, seized him, and dragged him 
out, and also turned out a certain William Dawson, who was likewise in 
his custody on execution ; and that it was Connolly himself who laid hands 
on Thomas, and dragged him out ; and further saith not. 

“SAMUEL WHITESILL. 

«¢ Sworn and subscribed, December 24, before us, 
“ROBERT HANNA, 
“ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.” 





«© Whereas, I am well informed that certain persons, by written instruc- 
tions, directed to different people through this country, under the denomina- 
tion of collectors, are apparently authorized to break open doors, cupboards, 
&c., and to commit sundry acts of violence, in order to extort money from 
the inhabitants, under the appellation of taxes. ‘These are therefore to ac- 
| quaint all his Majesty’s subjects, that as there can be no authority legally 
| vested in any persons for such acts at this juncture, that such attempts to 
1 abuse public liberty are unwarrantable, and that all persons have an un- 
doubted natural, as well as lawful, right to repel such violence, and all his 
| Majesty's subjects are hereby required to apprehend any person whatever, 
_ who may sttempt a seizure of their effects, in consequence of such imagin- 
| ary authority, to be dealt with as the law directs. Given under my hand 
at Fort Dunmore, this 30th day of December, 1774. 

“JOHN CONNOLLY.” 











| “ Captain St. Clair appearing at the board, and representing that Wil- 
| liam Crawford, Esquire, President of the court in Westmoreland county, 
hath lately joined with the government of Virginia, in opposing the juris- 
diction of Pennsylvania, in that county, the board advised the governor to 
supersede him in his office as Justice of the Peace and Common Pleas, A 
supersedeas was accordingly ordered to be issued.” 


« At a council held at Philadelphia, on Saturday, 25th February, 1775: 
Fresent, the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor, Benjamin Chew, 
James Tilghman, Edward Shippen, Jun., Esquire. 
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| «The governor laid before the board several letters he had this day re- | 
ceived by expresses from the magistrates of Westmoreland county, com- 
plaining of further violences in breaking open the jail of that county, and 

discharging the prisoners, and other outrages lately committed by the militia | 

| and people of Virginia, and enclosing sundry depositions supporting those 

| complaints ; which were severally read, and follow in these words, viz : 











ROBERT HANNA TO GOVERNOR PENN. 


“ May 17 PLEASE your Honor: On Tuesday, the 7th inst. came a num- | 
ber of armed men to this town, who demanded entrance in the jail of this | 
county. On the Jailer refusing to admit them, they in a violent manner | 
broke said jail with a sledge, which they took out of the smithshop with. | 
out leave. One William M’Geery came to me about daybreak to inform | 
me of the affair, on which I as soon as possible went to the jail, and de- 
manded of them what they were about. Benjamin Harrison (one of the 
company) answered, ‘ what they had done, they did by the authority from 
Virginia.’ They had before this broke the jail doors, and released the 
prisoners, I then commanded silence, and read the riot act, and immedi- | 
ately the sheriff of this county came up, and demanded by what authority 
they broke the jail. ‘They said they had authority, which they could show 
if they pleased, ‘The sheriff replied, a civil question demanded a civil an- | 
swer. ‘Then they produced a paper which they read as their order from | 
William Crawford, Esquire, President of our Court, which will further 
appear from the sheriff’s deposition, (and I believe the sheriff does every 
thing in his power in the execution of his office.) After reading the riot 
act, they remained together upwards of one hour. ‘They took three pris- | 
oners with them, and what they were committed for, your Honor will know | 
by the inclosed depositions. One Samuel Wilson presented his gun at me | 
at the same time, which I catched hold of to prevent his shooting me; he | 
also used very badlanguage. ‘There will, it is thought, (unless your Honor 
does something respecting this affair,) be soon few Pennsylvanians here, as 
thechief of the people are taking out orders from Virginia. ‘They are in so 
confused a situation, that they seem not to know what they are about. I 
have it from good authority, that David Vance, one of the above company, 
damned the Pennsylvania magistrates, and also their authority. I am your | 
Honor’s most humble servant, ROBERT HANNA. 

* To the Honorable John Penn, Esquire, Governor-in-Chief of the 
province of Pennsylvania, &e. 

“ February 8, 1775.” | 


JOHN CARNAGHAN TO GONERNOR PENN. 
“© Hanna’s Town, February 8, 1775. 


| 
‘May 1T PLEASE your Honor: Inclosed you have four depositions, by | 
which your Honor may see the proceedings of the Virginians against this | 
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|| province. I am at a loss how to proceed in matters, as I am daily threat- 
| ened of my life and property, if I proceed to execute my office, which I 
have to the utmost of my power endeavored to do, (having likewise seen a 
gun presented at Mr. Hanna, Esquire, by one of the Virginia party, Sam- 
uel Wilson by name, after reading the riot act to a party of them.) It is 
still my desire to go on accordingly, but should be glad your Honor would 
give me such directions as you in your wisdom shall see fit. [ am your 
Honor’smost humble servant, JOHN CARNAGHAN.,” 





¢ DEPOSITION OF JOHN CARNAGHAN.} 
“ Westmoreland County, ss. 


. 

«Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of his Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace for the county aforesaid, John Carnaghan, Esquire, 
high sheriff for the county aforesaid, who being duly sworn upon the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, doth depose and say, that, yesterday morn- 
ing, he hearing that there were a number of armed men breaking the jail, 
he went to see whether it was so, and coming up to the jail, he saw a num- 
ber of armed men, (by name, as the party themselves gave them in,) Ben- 
jamin Harrison, David Vance, Samuel Newal, Robert Newal, James Peo- 
ple, Thomas Bays, Joseph Marshall, Charles Clark, Isaac Justice, David 
M’Kaw, John M’Kaw, William Bays, Charles Kyle, Hugh Newal, (Sam- 
uel Warden, Samuel Wilson, John Neil, the three prisoners,) George 
Watt, who having broke two of the jail doors, (both being locked,) upon 
which he, the said Carnaghan, demanded to know by what authority they 
broke those doors, they made answers, and told him that they had their 
authority, upon which he demanded to see it, when one Benjamin Harrison, 
who appeared to be their commander, told him they had their orders from 
Major William Crawford, and that he eould show them, if he pleased, upon 
which he told him, (the said Harrison,) that a civil question deserved a 
civil answer, upon which the said Harrison, showed him, the said Carnag- 
han, a paper, and read to this effect, or near to this substance: For them 
the party aforesaid, to press horses, and what was necessary, and go to 
Hanna’s Town 1d to open the jail and let the prisoners zo out ; and sign- 
ed by William Crawford. And the said John Carnaghan further saith, that 
the party aforesaid showed a warrant signed by one Dorsey Penticost, as 
they told him, who acts as a magistrate under the colony of Virginia, to 
take one Captain James Smith, and one Edward Murray, for executing 
warrants, and taking one of the people, which the party aforesaid took out 
of jail, (for committing a riot, and throwing down a man’s house, and al- 
most killing a woman,) and acting as constables, under the province of 
Pennsylvania, and upon which warrant, signed by Dorsey Penticost, (as 


they said,) they took the aforesaid James Smith and Edward Murray along 
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with them to answer for the crime aforesaid, (as they called it,) and the said | 
John Carnaghan further saith, that one of the aforesaid party, (David | 
Vance by name,) told him that he would be taken soon, and that he, the ] 
said Vance, had positive orders, that if any Pennsylvania officer would | 
offer to take him, or any of them, with precepts under the government of | 
Pennsylvania, to shoot them, and that he would do it ; and further the de- I 
ponent saith not. JOHN CARNAGHAN, | 

*“ Sworn and subscribed before me, this 8th day of February, 1775. 


« ROBERT HANNA.” 


| 
} 


DEPOSITION OF JAMES KINKAID. ° 
“ Westmoreland County »ss. 


“ Personally appeared before me, William Lochey, one of his Majesty’s H 
Justives for the county aforesaid, James Kinkaid, coroner for said county, 
who, on his solemn oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, depo- 
seth and saith, that on Tuesday morning, the 7th instant, about twilight, he 
heard some person or persons striking with a sledge on the jail door, as he 
looked out of the window in a room of Robert Hanna, Esquire, and then 
went to the jail, found the doors broken off the hinges, and hanging on the 
locks, and Stephen and a number of men armed present. Mr. Hanna says, 
boys, you are early up to buy a rope to hang yourselves. Benjamin Har- 
tison answered, (one of the men under arms,) what we have done, we have 
done by authority, and we are not afraid of damages. Mr. Hanna brought 
the riot act, and called silence, and read the same, so that every spectator 
might hear. Harrison, as well as others of the parties, said he might have 
let them alone, for they did not regard the act, nor them that read it, nor 
them that made it ; for they had their orders for what they had done. John 
Carnaghan then came, and demanded said Harrison to show his authority, 
if he had any. At first he seemed to refuse, but at last did read, and this 
deponent saw the same signed by William Crawford, wherein he had or- 
ders to press horses, raise men, &c., go to Hanna’s ‘Town, open the jail 
doors, and set the prisoners at liberty ; and further saith not, 

«JAMES KINKAID, 

“ Sworn and subseribed before me, the 13th of February, 1775. 

‘* WILLIAM LOCHEY. 





DEPOSITION OF SAMUEL WHITESITT, 
« Westmoreland County, ss. 





“Personally appeared before us, the subscribers, three of his Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace for the county aforesaid, Samuel Whitesitt, who be- 
ing duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose 
and say, that this day, the 7th day of February, in the morning, between 
twilight, there came a number of armed men, and with a large sledge, about 
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| ten pounds weight, broke open the outside jail door, and one of the inside 
doors, both being locked, and the prisoners then in jail, being three in num- 
ber, (who were committed, one, by name John Neil, for riot, and throwing 
_down a man’s house, with a number of others, the other two, by name 
| Samuel Warden and Samuel Wilson, who were commitied for a trespass,) 
off, and giving each of the prisoners, after the jail being broke, a pistol, and 
told them the prisoners, that they had helped them so far, and now to clear 
their own way ; the said Samuel Whitesitt further says, that he heard the 
number of armed men aforesaid say, that for their so doing they had orders 
_ from Captain William Crawford ; and further this deponent siath not. 

| «“ SAMUEL WHITESITT. 
“Sworn and subscribed before us, this 7th day of February, 1775. 

| “ROBERT HANNA, 

«“ WILLIAM LOCHEY, 

| *“ WILLIAM BRACKEN.” 





DEPOSITION OF CHARLES FOREMAN. 

_“ Westmoreland County, ss. 

| Personally appeared before us, the subscribers, three of his Majesty’s 
_ Justices of the Peace for the county aforesaid, Charles Foreman, who, be- 
| ing duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, doth depose 
| and say, that this morning, between twilight, being the 7th day of February, 


ponent saith not. CHARLES FOREMAN, 
“ Sworn and subscribed before us, this 7th day of February, 1775. 
*“ ROBERT HANNA, 
«“ WILLIAM LOCHEY, 
« WILLIAM BRACKEN.” 


ROBERT HANNA, WILLIAM LOCHEY, JOHN CARNAGHAN AND DEVEREUX 
SMITH TO GOVERNOR PENN. 


«“ Hanna’s Town, Westmoreland County, Feb. 13, 1775. 
“ May iT PLease your Honor: Sir: Our difficulties on account of the 
Connolly party is now grown to an extreme; all we can do or say in 
favor of our privileges from Pennsylvania will not do: the depositions sent 
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he heard a noise at the jail, and getting out of his bed, he saw a number of 
armed men breaking the door, and charging the prisoners then in jail to go 
about their business, and he heard John Carnaghan, Esquire, high sheriff 
of the county aforesaid, ask one Benjamin Harrison, who appeared to be 
their head man, whether they had any orders for their so doing, upon which 
he read a paper, and said it was Captain William Crawford’s orders so to 
do; and the said Charles Foreman further saith, that he saw one Samuel 
Wilson make a push at one Robert Hanna, Esquire, with a gun, and told 
him not to be so saucy, and a great deal of ill tongue; and further this de- 
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down, or tranemitted tc to you, will, we yo hee, give you a sense of their very 
irregular proceedings. We are very sorry to have occasion to repeat our | 
complaints so often, but William Crawford, Esquire, and Dorsey Penticost, 
hath each opened a land office, and assumed the title of deputy surveyors 
to execute their entries. Several surveys they have already made. ‘The 
people in general have already given up ; and what ean we do to support gov- 


ernment, there now beirg writs granted for almost every acting officer in | 
this county, and we are every day expecting confinement. In short, any | 
person applying for justice to us may be assured to be arrested by them. 
James Smith, captain, was taken and bound over to the Virginia court, for 
only applying to the laws of Pennsylvania to have a banditti of villians pun- 
ished for pulling down his house. Our jail is of no use; the worst raseal 
is set at liberty ; so we rest with patience, waiting for the opinion of your 
Honor, with such instructions as you may think adequate to our present | 
difficulties. ‘This from, sir, your Honor’s most obedient and most humble | 
servants, “ROBERT HANNA, 
“WILLIAM LOCHEY, 
“JOHN CARNAGHAN, 
« DEVEREUX SMITH.” | 








DEVEREUX SMITH TO GOVERNOR PENN. 
“ Hanna’s Town, February 14, 1775. 


«Sir: The situation of this county, at present, is really distressing. Ev- | 
ery man who has the least feeling, must pity the poor inhabitants, who, af- | 
ter returning to their places when the disturbances with the Indians subsid- 
ed, are now daily plundered of what little provisions they had to support | 
their families, by a party of men kept up by order of Lord Dunmore, for | 
what reason I am not able to judge. The Indians were never more peace- | 
able than at present; it is true they have nine Mingoes prisoners in the | 
garrison ; but they have other places of confinement that might answer as | 
well, and save the expense of keeping seventy-five men in pay, and robbing | 
the country to support them with provisions, 

« A set of people who call themselves Virginians, have taken possession | 
of the most lands fetile here, and say they have rights from the Virginia 
offices, two of which are held here, one by Captain William Crawford, 
and the other by D. Penticost. 

“The obstructions to the proceedings of our court, prevents us from re- 
covering our just dues ; unless some speedy steps be taken to prevent their | 
outrageous proceedings, this county must be inevitably ruined. | 

«Mr, Connolly and Mr. John Campbell left Pittsburgh about fifteen days | 
ago, and are gone for Williamsburgh. ‘They had a petition handed about, 
which was signed by some people disaffected to the government, praying | 
the House of Burgesses that a town might be laid out near Pittsburgh. | 
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| ny difficulties we labor under, and the unhappy situation of the inhabitants 
of this county, I am, with the greatest respect, your very humble servants 


| 
| «I send you the inclosed depositions, that your Honor may see the ma- 
| « DEVEREUX SMITH.” 








DEPOSITION OF DEVEREUX SMITH. 

_« Westmoreland County, ss. 

| Personally appeared before Joseph Spear, Esquire, one of his Majesty’s 
| Justices of the Peace for said county, Devereux Smith, Esquire, and being 
duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on the night of the 8th instant, be- 
| tween eight and nine o’clock, twelve or more armed men, belonging to the 
| garrison kept up by Lord Dunmore’s orders at this place, surrounded the 
| house of the said Devereux Smith, in Pittsburgh, in the said county, throw- 
ed stones, and attempted to break open his doors and windows, to the 
| great terror of his family, at the same time telling him that they would show 
| what Virginia boys could do. That with the violence of their throwing 
|| stones, &c. they split one of his window-shutters, and continued about the 
|| street till near twelve o’clock, during which he was under the necessity of 
setting up in arms to protect his infant family ; and further this deponent 
| saith not. DEVEREUX SMITH. 

|| Sworn and subscribed, the 10th day of February, 1775, before me, 

] ‘ “ JOSEPH SPEAR.” 


| DEPOSITION OF JAMES MYERS. 
| “ Westmoreland County, ss. 

«“ Came before me, Devereux Smith, Esquire, one of his Majesty’s Jus- 
tices of the Peace for said county, James Myers, and being duly sworn on 
| the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeti, that upon the 9th inst., 
| aman who said he was one of the militia, came to my house, and remained 
| there till after night, and then produced a green Indian scalp, which he said 
| he had taken off an Indian that he had killed the day before; he said he 
| was then on his way down the country ; and further this deponent saith 
| not. JAMES MYERS, Turtle Creek. 

“ Sworn and subscribed before me, this 13th day of February, 1775. 
« DEVEREUX SMITH.” 





| 

| 

| 

DEPOSITION OF DR. SAMUEL M’KENZIE. 
|“ Westmoreland County, ss. 


“ Came before me, Devereux Smith, Esquire, one of his Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace for said county, Doctor Samuel M’Keunzie, and being 
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth, that on 
the night of the 8th inst., he was sitting in the house of Mr. Butler, in Pitts- 
burgh, they heard a noise, and on going to the door of said house, a num- 
ber of men, armed with bayonets, run at Mr. Richard Butler and deponent ; | 
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that they were obliged to retreat into the house, and there remain about 
three hours, till the mob dispersed. ‘That on the 9th instant, a party again 
surrounded Butler’s house, not less than twelve in number, armed with 
bayonets and large bludgeons, and threatened the life of Mr. Butler and de- 
ponent ; that about three o’clock on said day, while one of the militia officers 
was at Butler’s, a man came in who belonged to the garrison, and said that 
a party of their men had gone out that morning to commit murder ; and fur- 
ther this deponent saith not. 





“SAMUEL M’KENZIE. 


“ Sworn and subscribed before me, the 14th of February, 1775. 
«“ DEVEREUX SMITH.” 


DEPOSITION OF JAMES SMITH. 
“ Westmoreland County, ss. 

“ Personally appeared before me, Robert Hanna, one of his Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace of the county aforesaid, Captain James Smith, who, 
on his solemn oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth 
and saith, that he, this deponent, was bound over to answer the Court of 
Virginia, before Dorsey Penticost, one of their Justices ; and at the same 
time said Penticost granted precepts for Robert Hanna, Esq., William 
Lochey, Esq., and John Carnaghan, sheriff ; and at the same time this de- 
ponent said to Penticost, what do you mean by these precepts? Penti- 
cost said they were imposters on the government and dominon of Virginia, 
and he would have them eonfined, and then he said he was sure he had the 
others forced to a compliance to their laws. This deponent further said, 
your proceedings are illegal and irregular; and one day or another I think 


were not of age, and there was a dispute between the heirs of Lord Baltimore 
and Penn, which cannot be settled for some years, and for that time he 
liked to keep them in suspense; and let them do what they would until 
then, there would be an oblivion act made before the matters would be set- 
tled and compromised. David Vance present, said, if he did not expect 
such an act, he would not have done what he had done; and further this 
deponent saith not. JAMES SMITH. 
“Sworn and subscribed before me the 14th of February, 1775. 
“ROBERT HANNA.” 


—-__- 


“ Memorandum, March 1, 1775. 

“ The Governor, this day, wrote a letter to his Excellency the Earl of 
Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, inclosing copies of several depositions 
which he lately received relative to the disturbances in Westmoreland coun- 
ty, and dispatched the same by express, which letter fullows in these 
words, viz : 














you will repent of your conduct. Penticost said Lord Baltimore’s heirs | 



































recon 






































ss &. et eft 2 Oe oe os 









































NOTICES OF THE SETTLEMENT. 519 





* Philadelphia, March 1, 1775. 


“ My Lorp: When you reflect how many of my letters to your Lord- 
ship on public affairs remain unanswered, you must be sensible it cannot 
be very agreeable to me to write to you on the present occasion; yet I find 
myself under a necessity of troubling you once more on the subject of the 
disturbances in the western parts of this province. The inclosed copies of 
several depositions will inform your Lordship what recent outrages have 
been committed in the county of Westmoreland, under the sanction of your 
government, as those who have been active in them publicly declare; and 
my intelligence informs me that your Lordship has set up an office for 
granting lands far within the limits of this province, and that lands already 
patented by me have been granted by your Lordship, which cannot fail to 
produce the utmost confusion. 

“ The justice due to myself and the other proprietors, and the protection 
lowe to the people who have taken up lands under this province and settled 
there long before your Lordship thought fit to disturb its peace by extend- 
ing the government of Virginia within our charter bounds, oblige me to ap- 
ply to your Lordship to know if these violent proceedings are the effect of 
your orders, or have your countenance, that in case they have I may take 
the proper measures for redress ; or if they have not that they may receive 
your discouragement. Your Lordship well knows that a petition is de- 
pending before the Crown, for settling the bounds and running the lines of 
this province, which, when done, will put an end to the unhappy disputes 
between the two governments. You must remember that you have engag- 
ed to forward that good work, rather than throw impediments in its way, 
and I would fain hope that your Lordship, in the mean time, will use your 
power and influence in composing rather than inflaming the differences 
amongst his Majesty's subjects of the two colonies, occasioned by our elash- 
ing jurisdictions, especially when you consider that the county which is 
the seat of the present disturbances, was first settled under this province, 
and that our jurisdiction was extended there in the time of your predecessor, 
Lord Botetourt, and recognized by his Lordship, in his sending hither for 
trial a person who had committed a murder at Stewart’s Crossings, which 
is westward of the Laurel hill. I shall forbear to take any steps in this dis- 
agreeable affair, till | have the honor of an answer to this letter, which I 
hope your Lordship will favor me with by the return of the express. I 
have the honor to be your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

* JOHN PENN, 

“To the Right Honorable the Earl of Dunmore, Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of his Majegty’s Province of Virginia, Williamsburgh.” 
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We have now completed our notice of that controversy which once bore 
such a frowning aspect in this region, have presented to our readers the || 
most important documents in relation to it, and are at liberty to proceed | 
with our narration of other occurrences here, subsequent to the trea- 
ty of Fort Stanwix, in 1768. Many of those, however, who have | 
perused our narrative and noticed the prominent part which John Connolly | 
performed here, will no doubt be anxious to know something of his his- 
tory subsequent to his leaving this country. We annex an account of his 
arrest at Hagerstown, and his examination and confinement. After his re- | 
lease he went to Canada, and we know but little more about him, until 
1790, when he visited Kentucky, ostensibly for the purpose of inquir- 
ing about lands which he once owned, but which had been confiscated, 
His real purpose, it was supposed, was to induce the Kentuckians to join | 
the English in an expedition against the Spanish provinces. In this he | 
failed, and from that time we have no further information about him, | 

John Gibson, whom Connolly addressed and attempted to enlist in his | 
desperate scheme, was an early resident of this country, and died at the 
residence of his son-in-law, Geo. Wallace, about 1822 or ’23. He was well | 
acquainted with some of the Indian languages and often acted as interpre- | 
ter. In 1774, as he himself subsequently testified, he received the eloquent | 
and pathetic speech, said to be Logan’s,* and conveyed it to Lord Dunmore. | 
He served as a Colonel during our revolution ; and at one time had an an- | 
gry controversy with Colonel Broadhead, who commanded at Fort Pitt in 
1778 and 1779. After Mr. Jefferson’s election, Mr. Gibson received an 
appointment to some office in Indiana, where he resided several years, but | 
finally returned to this county, and died as we have before stated some | 


twenty odd years ago, at Braddock’s field. 


| 

| 

DOCTOR JOHN CONNOLLY. 
| 

| 


| 








“ Frederick County, Maryland, November 24, 1775. 

“Sir: 1 am directed, by the committee of this county, to transmit to you | 
copies of the examinations of Allen Cameron, John Smith, John Connol- i 
ly, and a letter to one Gibson, from Connolly, and Lord Dunmore’s speech 
to White Eyes, and proposals by Connolly to General Gage for the raising | 


an army for the destruction of the liberties of the colonies. Any orders re- | 
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* We shall at the preper time have occasion to say a good deal about that speech. 
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lative to the prisoners will be strictly observed, the committee and inhabi- 
| tants of this country being determined to pursue every measure which the 
Congress may recommend to them, as necessary for the preservation of 
these colonies, at this time of imminent danger. I am very respectfully, 
sir, your most humble servant, 

“JOHN HANSON, Jun., Chairman. 
“The Honorable John Hancock, Esq., President of the Congress.” 





“ Fredericktown, Md., in Committee Chamber, Nov. 23, 1775. 


« Allen Cameron, Dr. John Smith and John Connolly, being taken in 
custody, were brought before the committee, and the following examina- | 
tions were taken. 

* Allen Cameron, a native of Scotland, which he left for an affair of hon- 
or, and came to Virginia, with an intention to purchase back lands, and in- 
tended to go to Henderson for that purpose ; but finding it difficult to pass 
through the back country, encouraged by Lord Dunmore and promise of 
advancement, he agreed to accept a commission as first Lieutenant in the 
regiment to be raised by Connolly. 

“ Dr. John Smith, a native of Scotland, left Charles county, Maryland, 
for political reasons, and intended to go to the Mississippi, but finding it 
impracticable, he returned to Norfolk, and being induced by Lord Dunmore, 
with promises of preferment, he accepted the appointment of surgeon to 
Co]. Connolly’s regiment. 

“ John Connolly, a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, admits his 
letter to Gibson, a copy being shown him. He went the 25th of July from 
Fort Dunmore to Lord Dunmore, and delivered him proposals in substance 
the same with that found fn his possession, and in his hand writing. That 
he was sent by Lord Dunmore to General Gage with letters, and his pro- 
posals to Gage ; that he left Boston the fourteenth or fifteenth of Septem- 
ber, and returned to Lord Dunmore in the middle of October; that he | 
brought instructions from General Gage to Lord Dunmore, who granted 
him a commission of lieutenant colonel commandant of a regiment to be 
raised in the back parts and Canada, with powers to nominate officers, who 
were to be confirmed by Lord Dunmore; that he is now on his way to 
Detroit, where he was to meet his commission and instructions; that he 
left Lord Dunmore about ten days ago, who had with him one sloop of six- 
teen guns, and another of eighteen ; that the ship in which Lord Dunmore 
is on board, is armed with six or eight guns ; that a vessel of twenty guns 
is daily expected from Jamaica ; that John Smith never was appointed sur- 
geon, and he told Smith if he was the man he represented himself to be, it | 
was possible he would appoint him. 

Resolved, That the said Allen Cameron and John Connolly be kept in 
close and safe custody, until the orders of the congress be known ; and | 
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that the chairman transmit copies of the examinations and papers to the 
honorable the president of the congress, and to the conventions or councils 
of safety of the colony of Virginia and this province. 

« Resolved, That Dr. John Smith be kept in custody till the farther or. | 
ders of this committee.” | 





PROPOSALS FOX RAISING AN ARMY TO THE WESTWARD, 
AND FOR EFFECTUALLY OBSTSRUCTING A COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE SOUTHERN AND 
NURTHERN GOVERNMENTS. 


“ As I have, by directions from his Excellency Lord Dunmore, prepar. 
ed the Ohio Indians to act in concert with me against his Majesty’s ene- 
mies in that quarter; and have also dispatched intelligence to the different 
officers of the militia on the frontiers of Augusta county, in Virginia, giv- 
ing them Lord Dunmore’s assurances that such of them as shall hereafter 
evince their loyalty to his Majesty, by putting themselves under my com. 
mand, when I should appear amongst them with proper authority for that 
purpose, of a confirmation of titles to their lands, and the quantity of three 
hundred acres io all who should take up arms in support of the constitu. 
tion, when the present rebellion subsided, I will undertake to penetrate 
through Virginia, and join his Excellency Lord Dunmore at Alexandria 
early next spring, on the following conditions and authority, 

* Ist. That your Excellency will give me a commission to act as Major | 
commandant of such troops as I may raise and embody on the frontiers, with 
a power to command to the westward and employ such serviceable French | 
and English partizans as I can engage by pecuniary rewards or otherwise, 

“2d. That your Excellency will give orders to Captain Lord on the | 
Illinois, to remove himself, with the garrison under his command, from | 
Fort Gage to Detroit, by the Auabache, bringing with him all the artillery, | 
stores, &c., &c., to facilitate which undertaking he is to have authority to | 
hire boats, horses, Frenchmen, Indians, &c., &c., to proceed with all possi- 
ble expedition on that route, as the weather may occasionally permit, and | 
to put himself under my command on his arrival at Detroit. | 

“3d. ‘That the commissary at Detroit shall be empowered to furnish such | 
provision as I may judge necessary for the good of the service, and that the | 
commanding officer shall be instructed to give every possible assistance in | 
encouraging the French and Indians of that settlement to join me. | 

4th. That an officer of artillery be immediately sent with me to pursue 
such route as I may find most expedient to gain Detroit, with orders to 
have such pieces of light ordnance as may be thought requisite for the de- 
molishing of Fort Dunmore and Fort Fincastle, if resistance should be made 
by the rebels in possession of those garrisons. 

“ Sth. That your Excellency will empower me to make such reasonable 
presents to the Indian chiefs and others, as may urge them to act with vigor 
in the execution of my orders. | 
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“6th. That-your excellency will send to Lord Dunmore such arms as 
may be spared, in order to equip such persons as may be willing to serve his 
Majesty at our junction, in the vicinity of Alexandria, &c., &c. If your 
Excellency judges it expedient for the good of the service, to furnish me 
with the authority and other requisites I have mentioned, F shall embrace 
the earliest opportunity of setting off for Canada, and shall immediately dis- 
patch Lord Dunmore’s armed schooner, which now awaits my commands, 
with an account of what your Excellency has done, and that I shall be rea- 
dy, if practicable, to join your Lordship by the twentieth of April, at Alex- 
andria, where the troops under my command may fortify themselves under 
the cover of the men of war on that station. 

“Tf, on the contrary, your Excellency should not approve of what I 
propose, you will be good enough to immediately honor me with your dis- 
patches to the Earl of Dunmore, that I may return as early as possible.” 


JOHN CONNOLLY TO JOHN GIBSON. 
“ Portsmouth, Virginia, August 9, 1775. 


«] am safely arrived here, and am happy, to the greatest degree, in hav- 
ing so fortunately escaped the narrow inspection of my enemies, the ene- 
mies of their country, to good order, and to government. I should esteem 
myself defective in point of friendship towards you, should I neglect to cau- 
tion you to avoid an over zealous exertion of what is now ridiculously call- 
ed patriotic spirit; but, on the contrary, to deport yourself with that mod- 
eration for which you have been always remarkable, and which must, in 
this instance, tend to your honor and advantage. You may be assured 
from me, sir, that nothing but the greatest unanimity now prevails at home, 


and that the innovating spirit amongst us here is looked upon as ungener- 


ous and undutiful; and that the utmost exertions of the powers of govern- 
ment, if necessary, will he useful to convince the infatuated people of their 
folly. I could, [assure you, sir, give you snch convincing proofs of what I 
assert, and from which every reasonable person may conclude the effects, 
that nothing but madness could operate upon a man as far as to overlook 
his duty to the present constitution, and to form unwarrantable associations 
with enthusiasts, whose ill-timed folly must draw upon them inevitable des- 
truction. His Lordship desires you to present his hand to Captain White 
Eyes, and to assure him that he is very sorry that he had not the pleasure 
of seeing him at the treaty, or that the situation of affairs prevented him from 
coming down. Believe me, dear sir, that I have no motive in writing my 
sentiments thus to you, farther than to endeavor to steer you clear of the 
misfortunes which, 1 am confident, must involve but unhappily too many. 
I have sent you an address from the people of Great Britain to the ‘people 
of America, and I desire you to consider it attentively, which will, I flatter 
myself, convince you of the idleness of many declarations, and of the ab- 
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_surdity of an intended slavery. Give my love to George, and tell him he 
shall hear from me, and I hope to his advantage. Interpret the inclosed 
speech to Captain White Eyes from his Lordship. Be prevailed upon to 
_ shun the popular error, and judge for yourself; act as a good subject, and 


and servant, JOHN CONNOLLY. 


“To Mr. John Gibson, near Fort Dunmore.” 





LORD DUNMORE TO CAPTAIN WHITE EYES. 
“ Brotuer Captain Wuirte Eves: I am glad to hear your good speeches 
sent me by Major Connolly, and you may be assured I shall put the one 
end of the belt you sent me into the hands of our great King, who will be 





which they must soon be very sorry, and of which I make no doubt they 
| have acquainted you; but I must desire you not to listen to them, as they 
would be willing that you should act equally foolish with themselves. But 


| 
may make no impression on your heart until you hear from me fully, 
| which shall be so soon as I can give him farther information, who am your 
| friend and brother. 

| my sentiments also, as well as the chiefs of the Mingoes, and the other Six 


Nations. Your sincere friend and elder brother, 
« DUNMORE.” 














expect the rewards due to your services, I am, dear sir, your sincere friend | 


glad to hear from his brothers the Delawares, and will take a strong hold of | 
it. You may rest satisfied that our foolish young men shall never be per- | 
mitted to have your lands, but, on the contrary, the great King will protect | 
you, and preserve you in the possession of them. Our young people in | 
the country have been very foolish, and done many imprudent things, for 


rather let what you hear pass in at one ear and out at the other, so that it | 


“Captain White Eyes will please to acquaint the Corn Stalk with these | 
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GENERAL BRADDOCK. 





GENERAL BRADDOCK. 


The following poetic effusion, written by some friend of the deceased Gen- 
eral, together with the notes, is taken from an English Magazine of Augus,, 
1755. The article appears to have been prepared before it was certainly 
known that Braddock was dead, if we may judge from the expression 
“said to be slain.” The defeat of Braddock is one of the most prominent 
incidents in the colonial history of this country, and must always be regard- 
ed with deep interest, by all the admirers of Washington, who, then even 
in defeat, gained many of thosé laurels which are usually obtained only by 
victory. 

It is now almost one hundred vears since Braddock received his death 
wound in the vicinity of our city, and the field where his army was defeat- 
ed, which was then far beyond the frontier of the Anglo Saxon settlement, 
is now but a point on the great route of travel from the east to the far dis- 
tant west. Probably in the whole history of our country, no more strik- 
ing illustration could be given of the extension of our power, than the 
overthrow of the English army at Braddock’s field in 1755, and the cap- 
ture of Monterey in 1846. 

In India, the year after Braddock’s defeat, the English sustained severe 


hundred and forty-five followers was imprisoned in the Black Hole, and 
British affairs seemed to be as hopeless in India as in America; but the 
appointment of Glive in the former and of Amherst in the Jatter, to the chief 
direction of the armies, soon gave a more encouraging aspect to public af- 
fairs in both countries. From that period to the present, the Anglo Saxon 
race, in both countries, has extended its dominion with unexampled rapidity. 


Monongahela, the latter in July 1755, the former in June 1756, marked 
the extreme points of depression of Anglo Saxon affairs on both continents ; 
when they are to reach thesutmost extent in advance and prosperity, time 
alone can tell. 

The small tribute, perhaps of some friend of Braddock, who knew him 
well, and saw merit in his character of which the historian knew nothing, 
cannot be uninteresting in this region. Certainly the anticipations of the 
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losses, Calcutta fell into the hands of the enemy, Mr. Holwell with one || 


The capture of Calcutta on the Ganges and the defeat of Braddock on the || 
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poet have not been verified: Braddock is now merely regarded as a head- 


strong, reckless so'dier, with an absurd and overweaning confidence in the 
discipline and courage of his regular soldiers, without sufficient good sense 


or reflection to perceive, that mere discipline and courage could not avail 
against stratagem in such a case. 

* From an Englisl: Magazine of August, 1755, on the death of General | 
Braddock, said to be slain in an ambuscade, by the French and Indians, on 
the banks of the Ohio, July 9ih, 1755.” 


“ Beneath some Indian shrub, if chance you spy 
“ The brave remains of murdered Braddock lie, li 
“ Soldiers, with shame the guilty place survey, 

“ And weep that here your comrades fled away. 

“ Then with his brother chiefs* encircled round, 

“ Possess the hero’s bones of hostile ground, 

“ And plant the Englisht ocak, that gave his name, 

“ Fit emblem of his valor and his fame ! 

“ Broad o’er this stream } shall thus his honors grow ~ 
“ And last as long as e’er its waters flow.” " 











SIR WILLIAM JOHNSON. 


The following notice of this very able and distinguished man, cannot be 
regarded as out of place in our publication. Although we have no knowl- | 
edge that he ever visited this point, yet his influence with the Six Nations 
was always felt wherever the power of those people extended. George 
Croghan and Alexander McKee, two of his deputies, were generally station- 
ed in this country, and thus serve to identify his name with our early his- | 
tory. He was truly a remarkable man, a successful soldier without tuition | 
in the art of war, and an efficient Indian agent—his services in aiding to | 
rescue this country from the French dominion were invaluable. We, there- | 
fore, cannot think of passing by the following brief notice of his services | 
and death. | 

‘On Monday evening, 11th of July, 1774, departed this life, at John- | 
son Hall, in his sixtieth year, to the inexpressible concern of his family, | 
and the infinite loss of the public, particularly at this critical juncture, the 
Honorable Sir William Johnson, Bart., his “Majesty’s Superintendent of 











* “ His officers. : 
t “ Brad, in old Saxon English isthe same as Broad, and Brad oke, the eame as Broadoak. | 
t “The Ohio.” 1 
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Indian Affairs, and one of the oldest council of this province. He had long 
labored under a complication of disorders, the consequences of his former 
fatigues and severe services in the defence of the country in general, and 
this province in particular. Still persisting in the exertion of all his facul- 
ties, and at the expense of health, ease, and domestic concerns, discharging 
the laborious duties of a most troublesome and difficult department, though 
much indisposed, he attended and transacted business with the Six Nations, 
who came lately to Johnson Hall on account of the murders committed by 
some of the frontier inhabitants of Virginia. ‘The fatigue and hurry of 
spirits occasioned by the difficulties he found in accommodating these affairs 
at last obliged him to retire to his room, where he was.immediately seized 
with a violent attack, which carried him off in an hour’s time, 


«The impartial public well know and enjoy the fruits of his distinguished 
services, whilst crowds have experienced his benevolent and private bounty ; 
and his united talents as a defender and improver of this country, will ever 
preserve his name amongst the most distinguished personages of the age in 
which he lived. In 1737 he came from Ireland under the auspices of 
his uncle, Sir Peter Warren, and lived many years in the Indian covntry, 
where he learned their Janguage and gained their affection by his great gen- 
erosity and humanity. In 1755, he stood forth in the defence of this pro- 
vince, then in the most imminent danger from the rapid progress of the 
French arms, and with a force consisting entirely of provincials, totally 
routed the army of Baron Dieskau ; that victory proved highly acceptable 
to his sovereign, who created him a Baronet; and he was rewarded by the 
parliament of Great Britain with a present of five thousand pounds ster- 
ling. In 1758, he, by an intimate acqaintance with the genius and 
temper of the Indian tribes, who had been debauched by France from 
the interest of Great Britain, effected a reconciliation with fifteen differ- 
ent nations of that people, which paved the way for the future suc- 
cess of our arms in Canada. In 1759, he defeated the French army, des- 


tined for the relief of Niagara, under M. D’Aubry, presently after which || 


the garrison surrendered that important post to the besiegers. ‘These 
glories were obtained by dint of innate courage and natural sagacity, 
without the help of a military education; and what remarkably enhan- 
ces those endowments, is the circumstance of his having taken in both 
actions, the commanders of the enemy. In 1760, he assisted at the ta- 
king of Montreal, and the conquest of the French Empire in that part 
of the continent. Since which, he has acted at the head of the Indian 
Department, over whom he early acquired, and constantly maintained, 
a surprising ascendency, by the influence and authority of his justice, 
benevolence, and integrity. In short, our gracious sovereign never sus- 
tained a heavier loss, in the demise of any subject, than of Sir Wil- 
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liam Johnson, whose character was a combination of good qualities, | 


| ing, at Johnstown, on Wednesday, the 13th, attended by upwards of | 


| Major Edmonston ; Governor Franklin; supporters of the pall. Chief | 





and whose memory will be highly revered to the end of time. | 
“His remains were decently interred in the church of his own build- | 


| 
“The Clergy. J. Duncan, Esquire; Captain Chapman; P, Living. | 
ston, Esquire ; Judge Jones; G. Banyar, Esquire ; R. Morris, Esquire; | 


two thousand people, in the following order, viz: 


mourners, Sir John Johnson, Baronet, Colonels D. Claus and G, | 
Johnson; John Dease, Esquire. The Physicians; Family ; Mo. | 
hawks; Conajoharies; High Sheriff, followed by above two thousand | 
persons from the neighboring country. ‘The Chiefs and Warriors of | 
the Six Nations, who then attended the Congress. ; 
“Where it was interred, and a suitable discourse delivered by the 
Reverend Mr. Stewart, Missionary to the Mohawks at Fort Hunter. 
“The Indians exhibited on the occasion of Sir William Johnson’s | 
death, the most extraordinary signs of distress and sincere affliction, 
that ever were before observed among that people.” | 
































